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Friday,  Ottober  14,  1774. 

The   Congress    came   into   the   following 
Refolutions.     -    ■ 


WHEREAS,  fince  the  clofe  of  the  lad 
war,  the  Britifti  parliament  claiming 
a  power  of  right  to  bind  the  people  of  Ame- 
rica, by  ftatute  in  all  cafes  whatsoever,  hath 
in  fome  ads  exprefsly  impofed  taxes  on  them, 
and  in  others  under  various  pretences,  but  in 
fad:  for  the  purpofe  of  raifing  a  revenue,  hath 
impofed  rates  and  duties  payable  in  thefe  co- 
lonies, eftablifhed  a  board  of  commiffioners 
with  unconftitutional  powers,  and  extended 
the  jurifdi&ion  of  courts  of  admiralty,  not 
only  for  collecting  the  faid  duties,  but  for  the 
trial  of  caufes  merely  ariiing  within  the  body 
of  a  county. 

And  whereas  in  confequence  of  other  fta- 
tutes,  judges,  who  before  held  only  eftates  at 
will  in  their  offices,  have  been  made  depen- 
dant on  the  crown  alone  for  their  falaries,  and 
Handing  armies  kept  in  time  of  peace.  And 
it  has  lately  been  refolved  in  parliament,  that 
by  force  of  a  ftatute  made  in  the  thirty-fifth 
year  of  the  reign  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth, 
colonifts  may  be  tranfported  to  England  and 
tried  there  upon  accufations  for  treafons  and 
niifprifions,  or  concealment  of  treafons  com- 
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mitted  in  the  colonies ;  and  by  a  late  ftatute, 
fach  trials  have  been  directed  in  cafes  therein 
mentioned  * 

And  whereas  in  the  laft  fefiion  of  parlia- 
ment,three  ftatutes  were  made :  one  intituled, 
4i  An  a6t  to  difcontinue  in  fuch  manner,  and 
€(  for  fuch  time  as  are  therein  mentioned,  the 
landing  and  difcharging,  lading  or  (hipping 
of  goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  at  the 
iC  town,  and  within  the  harbour  of  Bofton, 
€t  in  the  province  of  MaiTachufetts-Bay,  in 
"  North-America. "  Another  intituled,  "  An 
"  a£t  for  the  better  regulating  the  govern- 
"  ment  of  the  province  of  the  Maffachufetts- 
M  Bay, in  New-England."  And  anotherintitu- 
led,  ff  An  ait  for  the  impartial  adminiftration 
"  of  juftice,  in  the  cafes  of  perfons  queftioned 
€t  for  any  a£t  done  by  them  in  the  execution 
"  of  the  law,  or  for  the  fuppreffion  of  riots 
u  and  tumults,  in  the  province  of  the  MafTa- 
t€  chufetts-Bay,  in  New-England."  And  an- 
other ftatute  was  then  made,  "  for  making 
€<  more  effectual  provifion  for  thegovernment 
"  of  the  province  of  Quebec,  &c."  All  which 
ftatutes  are  impolitic,  unjuft  and  cruel,  as 
well  as  unconftitutional,  and  moft  dangerous 
and  deilru&ive  of  American  rights. 

And  whereas,  aflemblies  have  been  fre- 
quently diifolved,  contrary  to  the  rights  of 
the  people,  when  they  attempted  to  deliberate 
on   grievances  5    and  their  dutiful,  humble, 
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loyal,  and  reasonable  petitions  to  the 'crown 
for  redrefs,  have  been  repeatedly  treated  with 
contempt  by  his  Majefty's  minifters  of  ftate. 

The  good  people  of  the  feveral  colonies  of 
New- Hampshire,  Maflachufettrs-Bav,  Rhode- 
Ifland  and  Providence  plantations,  Connec- 
ticut, New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania, 
New-Caftle,  Kent  and  Suffex  on  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North- Carolina,  and 
South-Carolina,  juftly  alarmed  at  thefe  arbi- 
trary proceedings  of  parliament  and  admini- 
ftration,  have  feverally  elected,  conftituted, 
and  appointed  deputies  to  meet  and  fit  in  ge- 
neral congrefs  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  ia 
order  to  obtain  fuch  eftablifhment,  as  that 
their  religion,  laws,  and  liberties  may  not  be 
fubverted :  Whereupon  the  deputies  fo  ap- 
pointed being  now  affembled,  in  a  full  and 
free  reprefentation  of  thefe  colonies,  taking 
into  their  mod  ferious  confideration  the  befl 
means  of  attaining  the  ends  aforefaid,  do  in 
the  firft  place,  as  Englishmen  their  anceftors 
in  like  cafes  have  ufually  done,  for  afferting 
and  vindicating  their  rights  and  liberties, 
DECLARE, 

That  the  inhabitants  of  the  Englifh  colo- 
nies in  North-America,  by  the  immutable 
laws  of  nature,  the  principles  of  the  Englifh 
conftitfUtion,  and  the  feveral  charters  or  com- 
pacts, have  the  following  RIGHTS.— 

Refohed, 
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Refohed,  N.C.D.  i.  That  they  are  en- 
titled to  life,  liberty,  and  property ;  and  they 
have  never  ceded  to  any  fovereign  power 
whatever,  a  right  to  difpofe  of  either  without 
their  confeht. 

Refohed  >  N.  CD*  2.  That  our  anceflors, 
who  firft  fettled  thefe  colonies,  were  at  the 
time  of  their  emigration  from  the  mother 
country,  entitled  to  all  the  rights,  liberties, 
and  immunities  of  free  and  natural  born  fub- 
jects,  within  the  realm  of  England, 

Refohed,  N.  C.  D.  3.  That  by  fuch  emi- 
gration they  by  no  means  forfeited,  furren- 
dered,  or  loft  any  of  thofe  rights,  but  that 
they  were,  and  their  defcendants  now  are,  en- 
titled to  the  exercife  and  enjoyment  of  alt 
fuch  of  them,  as  theic  local  and  other  cir- 
cumftances  enable  them  to  exercife  and  enjoy. 

Refolvedy  4.  That  the  foundation  of  Eng- 
lish liberty  and  of  all  free  government,  is  a 
right  in  the  people  to  participate  in  their  le- 
giflative  council :  and  as  the  Englifli  colonifts 
are  not  reprefented,  and  from  their  local  and 
other  circumftances  cannot  properly  be  re- 
prefented in  the  Britifh  parliament,  they  are 
entitled  to  a  free  and  exclufive  power  of  le- 
giflation  in  their  feveral  provincial  Legiflatures, 
where  their  right  of  reprefentation  can  alone 
be  preferved,  in  all  cafes  of  taxation  and  inter- 
nal polity,  fubjedt  only  to  the  negative  of  their 
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fovereign,  ia  fuch  manner  as  has  been  here- 
tofore ufed  and  accuftomed  :  But  from  the 
neceffity  of  the  cafe,  and  a  regard  to  the 
mutual  interefts  of  both  countries,  we 
chearfiilly  confent  to  the  operation  of  fuch 
a£ts  of  the  Briti(h  parliament,  as  are  bona 
fide,  reftrained  to  the  regulation  of  our  ex- 
ternal commerce,  for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring 
the  commercial  advantages  of  the  whole  em- 
pire to  the  mother  country,  and  the  com- 
mercial benefits  of  its  refpe&ive  members, 
excluding  every  idea  of  taxation  internal  or 
external,  for  raifing  a  revenue  on  the  fubjedts 
in  America  without  their  confent, 

Refohed,  N.  C.  D.  5.  That  the  refpe&ive 
colonies  are  entitled  to  the  common  law  of 
England,  and  more  efpecially  to  the  great 
and  ineftimable  priviledge  of  being  tried  by 
their  peers  of  the  vicinage,  according  to  the 
courfe  of  that  law. 

Refohed,  6.  That  they  are  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  fuch  of  the  Englifh  ftatutes,  as 
exifted  at  the  time  of  their  colonization  ;  and 
which  they  have,  by  experience,  refpedlively 
found"  to  be  applicable  to  their  feveral  local 
and  other  circumftances. 

Refohed,  N.C.D.  7.  That  thefe,  his  Ma- 
jefty's  colonies,  are  likewife  entitled  to  all 
the  immunities  and  privileges  granted  and 
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confirmed  to  them  by  royal  charters,    or  ic* 
cured  by  their  fcveral  codes  of  provincial  laws. 

Refolved,  N.C.D.  8.  That  they  have  a 
right  peaceably  to  aflemble,  confider  of  their 
grievances,  and  petition  the  King ;  and  that 
all  proiecutions,  prohibitory  proclamations, 
and  commitments  for  the  fame,  are  illegal. 

Refohed,  N.  C.  D.  9.  That  the  keeping 
a  (landing  army  in  thefe  colonies,  in  times  of 
peace,  without  the  confent  of  the  legiflature 
of  that  colony  in  which  fuch  army  is  kept,  is 
againft  law. 

Refolved,  N.C.D,  10.  It  is  indifpenfibly 
necelTary  to  good  government,  and  rendered 
cflential  by  the  Englilh  conftitution,  that  the 
constituent  branches  of  the  legiflature  be  in- 
dependant  of  each  other ;  that,  therefore, 
the  exercife  of  legiflative  power  in  feveral 
colonies,  by  a  council  appointed,  during 
pleafure,  by  the  crown,  is  unconstitutional, 
dangerous,  and  deftrudtive  to  the  freedom  of 
American  legislation, 

All  and  each  of  which,  the  aforefaid  de- 
puties in  behalf  of  themfelves,  and  their  con- 
stituents, do  claim,  demand,  andinfifton,  as 
their  indubitable  rights  and  liberties  ;  which 
cannot  be  legally  taken  from  them,  altered  or 
abridged  by  any  power  whatever,  without 
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their  own  confent3  by  their  reprefentatives  in 
their  feveral  provincial  legiflatures. 

In  the  courfe  of  our  inquiry,  we  find  many 
infringements  and  violations  of  the  foregoing 
rights;  which,  from  an  ardent  defire  that 
harmony  and  mutual  intercourfe  of  affection 
and  intereft  may  be  reftored,  we  pafs  over  for 
the  prefent,  and  proceed  to  ftate  fuch  a6ls 
and  meafures  as  have  been  adopted  fince  the 
laft  war,  which  demonflrate  a  fvftem  formed 
to  enflave  America, 

Refolved,  N.  C.  D.  That  the  following  adls 
of  parliament  are  infringements  and  viola- 
tions of  the  rights  of  the  colonifte  ;  and  that 
the  repeal  of  them  is  effentially  neceflary,  in 
order  to  refiore  harmony  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  the  American  colonies,  viz. 

The  feveral  ads  of  4  Geo.  III.  ch.  15.  and 
ch.  34. — 5  Geo.  III.  ch.  25. — 6  Geo.  III.  ch. 
52. — 7  Geo.  III.  ch.  41.  and  ch.  46.-8  Geo. 
III.  ch.  22.  which  impofe  duties  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  railing  a  revenue  in  America,  extend 
the  powers  of  the  admiralty  courts  beyond 
their  ancient  limits,  deprive  the  American  fub- 
je&  of  trial  by  jury,  authorife  the  judges  cer- 
tificate to  indemnify  the  profecutor  from  da- 
mages, that  he  might  otherwife  be  liable  tof 
requiring  oppreffive  fecurity  from  a  claimant 
of  fhips  and  goods  feized,  'before  he  fhall  be 
allowed  to  defend  his  property,  and  are  fub- 
verfive  of  American  rights. 

Alfo, 
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Alfo  12  Geo.  III.  ch.  24.  intituled  "  An 
f4  ad:  for  the  bettet  fecuring  his  Majefly's 
4<  dock- yards,  magazines,  (hips,  ammunition 
"  and  ftores."  Which  declares  a  new  offence 
in  America,  and  deprives  the  American  fub- 
je&  of  a  conflitutional  trial  by  jury  of  the  vi- 
cinage, by  authoring  the  trial  of  any  perfon 
charged  with  the  committing  any  offence  de- 
fcribed  in  the  laid  aft  out  of  the  realm,  to  be 
indicated  and  tried  for  the  fame  in  any  fhire  or 
county  withiii  the  realm. 

Alfo  the  three  afts  pafled  in  the  laft  {ef^ 
fion  of  parliament,  for  flopping  the  port  and 
blocking  up  the  harbour  of  Bolton,  for  alter- 
ing the  charter  and  government  of  MafTachuf- 
fetts  Bay,  and  that  which  is  intituled,  "  Anaft 
"  for  the  better  adminiflration  of  juftice,  &c." 

Alfo  the  adl  pafled  in  the  fame  feffion  for 
eftablifhingthe  Roman  catholic  religion  in  the 
province  of  Quebec,  abolifhing  the  equitable 
fyftem  of  Englifo  laws,  and  erecting  a  tyran- 
ny there,  to  the  great  danger,  from  fo  total 
a  diffimularity  of  religion,  law  and  govern- 
ment to  the  neighbouring  Britifh  colonies,  by 
the  affiftance  of  whofe  blood  and  treafure  the 
faid  country  was  conquered  from  France. 

Alfo  the  adl  pafTed  in  the  fame  feffion  for 
the  better  providing  fuitable  quarters  for  of- 
ficers and  foldiers  in  his  Majefty's  fervice  in 
North-America. 

Alfo, 
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Alfo,  that  the  keeping  a  {landing  army 
in  feveral  of  thefe  colonies,  in  time  of- peace, 
without  the  confent  of  the  legiflature  of  that 
colony  in  which  fuch  army  is  kept,  is  againft 
law. 


The  Congress*  from  time  to  time,  paffed 
the  following  Refolves  : 

Refohed,  That  this  Congrefs  do  approve 
of  the  oppofition  made  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Maffachufett's-Bay,  to  the  execution  of 
the  late  adts  of  Parliament ;  and  if  the  fame 
fhall  be  attempted  to  be  carried  into  execution 
by  force,  in  fuch  cafe,  all  America  ought  to 
fupport  them  in  their  oppofition. 

Refolvedy  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
body,  that  the  removal  of  the  people  of  Bof- 
ton  into  the  country,  would  be,  not  only  ex- 
tremely difficult  in  the  execution,  but  fo  im- 
portant in  its  confequences,  as  to  require  the 
utmoij  deliberation  before  it  is  adopted.  But 
in  cafe  the  provincial  meeting  of  that  colony 
fhall  judge  it  abjolutely  neceffary,  it  is  the  opi- 
nion of  this  Congrefs,  that  allAmerica  ought 
to  contribute  towards  recompenling  them  for 
the  injury  they  may  thereby  fuftain ;  and  it 
will  be  recommended  accordingly. 
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Refohed,  That  this  Congrefs  do  recom- 
mend to  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  of  the 
Maflachufett's-Bay,  to  fubmit  to  a  fufpenfion 
of  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  where  it  can- 
not be  procured  in  a  legal  and  peaceable  man- 
ner, under  the  rules  of  the  charter,  and  the 
laws  founded  thereon,  until  the  effefts  of  our 
application  for  a  repeal  of  the  ads,  by  which 
their  charter  rights  are  infringed,  is  known. 

Refohed  unanimoufly ',  That  every  perfon  or 
perfons  whomsoever,  who  fhall  take,  accept, 
or  aft  under  any  commiffion  or  authority,  in 
any  wife  derived  from  the  adt  pafled  in  the  laft 
feffion  of  parliament,  changing  the  form  of 
government  and  violating  the  charter  of  the 
province  of  the  MaflachufettVBay,  ought  to 
be  held  in  deteftation  and  abhorrence  by  all 
good  men,  and  confidered  as  the  wicked  tools 
of  that  defpotifm,  which  is  preparing  to  de- 
ftroy  thofe  rights,  which  God,  nature,  and 
compadt  hath  given  to  America. 

Refohed  unanimoufly ',  That  the  people  of 
Bofton  and  the  MaiTachufett's-Bay,  beadvifed 
ftill  to  conduct  themfelves  peaceably  towards 
his  excellency  General  Gage,  and  his  Majefty's 
troops  now  flationed  in  the  town  of  Bof- 
ton, as  far  as  can  poffiblj  confifl  with  their 
immediate  fafety  and  the  fecurity  of  the  town  5 
avoiding  and  discountenancing  every  viola- 
tion of  his  Majefty's  property,  or  any  infult 

to 


(  ««■  ) 

to  his  troops ;  and  that  they  peaceably  and 
firmly  perfevere  in  the  line  in  which  they  are 
now  conducting  themfelves  on  the  defenfive. 

Refolved,  That  the  feizing,  or  attempting 
to  feize  any  perfon  in  America,  in  order  to 
tranfport  fuch  perfon  beyond  the  fea,  for  trial 
of  offences  committed  within  the  body  of  a 
county  in  America,  being  againft  law,  will 
juftify,  and  ought  to  meet  with  refinance  and 
reprifal. 

Saturday,  OSlober  22. 

Refolved %  As  the  opinion  of  the  congrefs, 
that  it  will  be  neceffary  that  a  congrefs  fhould 
be  held  on  the  10th  day  of  May  next,  unlefs 
the  redrefs  of  grievances,  which  we  have  de- 
fired,  be  obtained  before  that  time. — And  we 
recommend  that  the  fame  be  held  at  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  and  that  all  the  colonies  in 
North- America  chufe  deputies  as  foon  as 
poffible,  to  attend  fuch  congrefs, 

Tuesday,  Ottober  25. 

Refohedy  That  the  congrefs  in  their  own 
names,  and  in  behalf  of  all  thofe  whom  they 
reprefent,  do  prefenc  their  moft  grateful  ac- 
knowledgements to  thofe  truly  noble,  honor- 
able, and  patriotic  advocates  of  civil  and  reli- 
gious liberty  5  who  have   fo  generoufly  and 
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powerfully,  tho*  unfuccefsfully,  efpoufed  and 
defended  the  caufe  of  America,  both  in  and 
out  of  parliament. 

A  copy  of  the  letter  to  General  Gage  was 
brought  into  Congrefr.and  agreeable  to  order, 
figned  by  the  Prefident,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Philadelphia,  OBober  10,   1774. 

S  I  R, 

THE  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Bofton 
have  informed  us,  the  reprefentatives  of 
his  Majefty's  faithful  fubje&s,  in  all  the  colo- 
nies from  Nova- Scotia  to  Georgia,  that  the 
fortifications  erecting  within  that  town,  the 
frequent  invafionsof  private  property,  and  the 
repeated  infults  they  receive  from  the  foldiery, 
hath  given  them  great  reafon  to  fufpect  a  plan 
is  formed  very  deftrucftive  to  them,  and  tend- 
ing to  overthrow  the  liberties  of  America. 

Your  Excellency  cannot  be  a  ftranger  to  the 
fentimens  of  America,  with  refpedt  to  the  late 
adts  of  parliament,  under  the  execution  of 
which  thofe  unhappy  people  are  opprefled  ; 
the  approbation  univerfally  exprefled  of  their 
conduct  and  the  determined  refolutiou  of  the 
colonies,  for  the  prefervation  of  their  common 
rights,  to  unite  in  their  oppofition  to  thofe 
a&s.  In  confequence  of  thefe  fentiments,  they 
have  appointed  us  the  guardians  of  their 
rights  and  liberties,  and  we  are  under  the 
deepeft  concern,    that  whilft  we    are   pur- 
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fuing  every  dutiful  and  peaceable  meafure 
to  procure  a  cordial  and  effectual  recon- 
ciliation between  Great-Britain  and  the  co- 
lonies, your  Excellency  lhould  proceed  in  a 
manner  that  bears  fo  hoftile  an  appearance, 
and  which  even  thofe  oppreilive  acts  do  not 
warrant. 

We  entreat  your  Excellency  to  confider, 
what  tendency  this  conduft  muft  have,  to 
irritate  and  force  a  people,  however  well  dif- 
pofed  to  peaceable  meafures,  into  hoftilities, 
which  may  prevent  the  endeavours  of  this 
Congrefs  to  rellore  a  good  underftanding  with 
a  parent  #ate,  and  may  involve  us  in  the 
horrors  of  a  civil  war. 

In  order  therefore  to  quiet  the  minds,  and 
remove  the  reafonable  jealoufies  of  the  people, 
that  they  may  not  be  driven  to  a  ftate  of  defpe- 
ration,  being  fully  perfuaded  of  their  pacific 
difpofition  towards  the  King's  troops,    could 
they  be  aiTured  of  their  own  fafety,  we  hope, 
Sir,   you  will  difccntinue  the  fortifications  in 
and  about  Bofton,  prevent  any  further  inva- 
sions of  private  property,  reftrainthe  irregula- 
rities of  the  foldiers,  and  give  orders  that  the 
communications  between  the  town  andcoun- 
try  may  be  open,  unmolefted,  and  free. 

Signed    by   order    and   in    behalf   of   the 
General  Congrefs. 

Peyton   Randolph,  Prefident. 

THE 
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ASSOCIATION,    &c 


WE,  his  Majefty's  moil  loyal  fubje&s, 
the  Delegatesof  thefeveral  Colonies  of 
New-Hampfhire,  MaiTachufett's-Bay,  Rhode- 
Ifland,  Connecticut,  New- York, New- Jerfey, 
Pennfylvania,  the  Three  Lower  Counties  of 
Newcaille,  Kent,  and  Suffex,  on  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and 
South  Carolina,  deputed  to  reprefent  them  in 
a  continental  Congrefs,  held  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  on  the  fifth  day  of  September, 
1774,  avowing  our  allegiance  to  his  Majefty, 
our  affe&ion  and  regard  for  our  fellow-fubjedts 
in  Great-Britain  and  elfewhere,  afFedled  with 
thedecpeft  anxiety,  and  mofl  alarming appre- 
henfionsat  thofe  grievances'  and  diftrefles,  with 
which  his  Majefly's  American  fubjedls  areop- 
preffed,  and  having  taken  under  our  moftferi- 
ous  deliberation,  the  flate  of  the  whole  conti- 
nent, find,  that  the  prefent  unhappy  fituation of 
our  affairs,  is  occafioned  by  a  ruinous fyftem  of 
colony  adminiftration  adopted  by  the  Britifh 

Miniftry 
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Miniftry  about  the  year  1763,  evidently  calcu- 
lated for  inflaving  thefe  Colonies,    and  with 
them,  the  Britilli  Empire.   In  profecution  of 
which  fyftem,  various  Afts  of  Parliament  have 
been  paffed  for  raifing  a  Revenue  in  America, 
for  depriving  the  American  fubje&s,  in  many 
inftances,  of  the  conftitutional  trial  by  jury, 
expofing  their  lives  to  danger,  by  directing  a 
new  and  illegal  trial  beyond  the  feas,  for  crimes 
alledged  to  have  been  committed  in  America : 
And  in  profecution  of  the  fame  fyftem,  feveral 
late,  cruel,  and  oppreffive  Adts  have  been  paf- 
fed refpedting  the  town  of  Bofton  and  the  Maf- 
fachufett's  Bay,  and  alfo  an  Ad:  for  extending 
the  province  of  Quebec,  fo  as  to  border  on  the 
weftern  frontiers  of  thefe  Colonies,  eftablifh- 
ing  an  arbitrary  government  therein,  and  dif- 
couraging  the  iettlement  of  Britifh  fubje&s  in 
that  wide  extended  country  ;  thus  by  the  in- 
fluence of  civil  principles  and  ancient  prejudices 
to  difpofe  the  inhabitants  to  a£Pwith  hoflility 
againfl  the  free  proteftant  Colonies,  whenever 
a  wicked  Miniftry  (hail  chufe  foto  dire&them, 

To  obtain  redrefs  of  thefe  grievances,  which 
threaten  deftrudtion  to  the  lives,  liberty,  and 
property  cf  his  Majefty'9  fubjedts  in  North- 
America,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  a  non-im- 
portation, non-^confumption,  and  non-expor- 
tation agreement,  faithfully  adhered  to,  will 
prove  the  moft  fpeedy,  effectual,  and  peaceable 
meafure  :    And  therefore  we  do*  for  ourfelves 

and 
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and  the  inhabitants  of  the  feveral  Colonies, 
whom  we  reprefent,  firmly  agree  and  affo- 
ciate  under  the  facred  ties  of  virtue,  honor, 
and   love   of  our  country,  as  follows, 

Firjl.  That  from  and  after  the  firft  day  of 
December  next,  we  will  not  import  intoBritifh 
America,  from  Great-Britain  or  Ireland,  any 
goods,  wares  or  merchandize  whatfoever,  or 
from  any  other  place  any  fuch  goods,  wares  or 
merchandize,  as  iliall  have  been  exported  from 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland;  nor  will  wre,  after  that 
day,  import  any  Eaft-India  tea  from  any  part  of 
the  world;  nor  any  molafles,  fyrrups,  paneles, 
coffeeorpiemento,fromtheBritifh  plantations, 
or  from  Dominica  ;  nor  wines  from  Madeira, 
or  the  Weftern  Iflands  j  nor  foreign  indigo. 

Second.  That  we  will  neither  import,  nor 
purchafe  any  flave  imported,  after  the  firfl  day 
of  December  next ;  after  which  time}  we  will 
wholly  difcontinue  the  flave-trade,  and  will 
neither beconcernedin it  ourfeives,nor  will  we 
hire  our  veflels,  nor  fell  our  commodities  or 
manufactures  tothofe  who  are  concerned  in  it. 

Third.  As  a  non-confumption  agreement, 
ftridly  adhered  to,  will  be  an  effe&ual  fecuri  ty 
forthe  obfervaticn  of  thenon-importation,we, 
as  above,  folemnly  agree  and  affociate,  that, 
from  this  day,  we  will  not  purchafe  or  ufe  any 
Tea  imported  on  account  of  the  E  ift-India 

com- 
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company,  or  any  on  which  a  duty  hath  been 
or  fliall  be  paid;  and  from  and  after  the  firft 
day  of  March  next,  we  will  not  purchafe  or  ufe 
any  Eaft- India  tea  whatever;  nor  will  we,  nor 
fhall  any  perfon  for  or  under  us,  purchafe  or 
ufe  any  of  thofe  goods,  wares  or  merchan- 
dize, we  have  agreed  not  to  import,  which 
we  fliall  know,  or  have  caufe  to  fufpedt,  were 
imported  after  the  firft  day  of  December,  ex- 
cept fuch  as  come  under  the  rules  and  direc- 
tions of  the  tenth  article  hereafter  mentioned. 

Fourth.  The  earned  defire  we  have,  not  to 
injure  our  fellow-fubjeds  in  Great-Britain, 
Ireland,  or  the  Weft-Indies,  induces  us  to 
fufpend  a  non-exportation,  until  the  tenth  day 
of  September  1775;  at  which  time,  if  the 
faid  Adts  and  parts  of  A£ts  of  the  Britifh  par- 
liament herein  after  mentioned  are  not  re- 
pealed, we  will  not,  direfbly  or  indirectly, 
export  any  merchandize  or  commodity  what- 
locvcv  to  Great- Britain,  Ireland  or  the  Weft- 
Indies,  except  rice  to  Europe. 

Fifth.  Such  as  are  merchants,  and  ufe  the 
Britifh  and  Irifh  trade,  will  give  orders,  as  foon 
aspoffible,  to  their  factors,  agents  and  corre- 
fpondents,  in  Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  notto 
ihip  any  goods  to  them,  on  any  pretence  what- 
foever,  as  they  cannot  be  received  in  America; 
and  if  any  merchant,  redding  in  Great- Britain 
or  Ireland,  fhall  diredtly  or  indire&ly  fhip  any 

D  goods, 
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goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  for  America,  in 
order  to  break  thefaid  non-importation  agree- 
ment, cr  in  any  manner  contravene  the  fame, 
on  fuch  unworthy  conduct  being  wellattefted, 
it  ought  to  be  made  public;  and,  on  the  fame 
being  fo  done,  we  will  not  from  thenceforth 
have  any  commercial  connexion,  with  fuch 
merchant. 

Sixth.  That  fuch  as  are  owners  of  veffels 
will  give  pofitive  orders  to  their  captains,  or 
mailers,  not  to  receive  on  board  their  veffels 
any  goods  prohibited  by  the  faid  non-impor- 
tation agreement,  on  pain  of  immediate  dif- 
miflion  from  their  fervice. 

Seventh.  We  will  ufe  our  utmoft  endeavours 
to  improve  the  breed  of  lheepandincreafe  their 
number  to  the  greateft  extent,  and  to  that  end* 
we  will  kill  them  as  fparing  as  may  be,  efpe- 
cially thofeof  the  mod  profitable  kind;  norwill 
we  export  any  to  the  Weft-Indies  or  elfe  where; 
and  thofe  of  us  who  are  or  may  become  over- 
stocked with,  or  can  conveniently  fpare  any 
fheep,  will  difpofe  of  them  to  our  neighbours, 
efpecially  to  thepoorerfort,  on  moderate  terms. 

Eighth.  That  we  will  in  our  feveral  Sta- 
tions encourage  frugality,  ceconomy,  and  in- 
duftry  j  and  promote  agriculture,  arts,  and  the 
manufactures  of  this  country,  efpecially  that  of 
wool;  and  will  difcountenance  and  difcourage, 

every 
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ievery  fpecies  of  extravagance  and  diffipation^ 
efpecially  all  horfe-racing,  and  all  kinds  of 
gaming, ,  cock-fighting,  exhibitions  of  (hews, 
plays,  and  other  expenfive  diverfions  and  en- 
tertainments. And  on  the  death  of  any  rela- 
tion or  friend,  none  of  us,  or  any  of  our  fami- 
lies will  go  into  any  further  mourning  drefs, 
than  a  black  crape  or  ribbon  on  the  arm  or  hat 
for  gentlemen,  and  a  black  ribbon  and  neck- 
lace for  ladies,  and  we  will  difcontinue  the 
giving  of  gloves  and  fcarfs  at  funerals. 

Ninth.  That  fhch  as  are  venders  of  goods 
or  merchandize,  will  not  take  advantage  of  the 
fcarcity  of  goods  that  may  beoccafioned  by  this 
aflbciation,  but  will  fell  the  fame  at  the  rates 
we  have  been  refpedtively  accuftomed  to  do, 
for  twelve  months  laft  paft. — And  if  any  ven- 
der of  goods  or  merchandize,  fhall  fell  any 
fuch  goods  on  higher  terms.,  or  fhall  in  any 
manner,  or  by  any  device  whatfoever,  violate 
or  depart  from  this  agreement,  no  perfon 
ought,  nor  will  any  of  us  deal  with  any  fuch 
perfon,  or  his,  or  her  faflor  or  agent,  at  any 
time  thereafter,  for  any  commodity  whatever. 

Tenth.  In  cafe  any  merchant,  trader,  or 
other  perfons  fhall  import  any  goods  or  mer- 
chandize after  the  firft  day  of  December, 
and  before  the  firft  day  of  February  next,  the 
fame  ought  forthwith  at  the  election  of  the 
owner,  to  be  either  refhipped  or  delivered  up  to 

the 
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the  committee  of  the  county,  or  town  wherein 
they  fhall  he  imported,  to  be  ftored  at  the 
rifque  of  the  importer,  until  the  non-importa- 
tion agreement  fhall  ceafe,  or  be  fold  under 
the  direction  of  the  committee  aforefaid*  and 
in  the  laft  mentioned  cafe,  the  owner  or  ovhiers 
of  fuch  goods,  fhall  be  reimburfed  (out  of  the 
iales)  the  firft  coft  and  charges,  the  profit,  if  any, 
to  be  applied  towards  relieving  and  employing 
fuch  poor  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Bofton,as 
are  immediate  fufferers  by  the  Bofton  Port- 
bill;  and  a  particular  account  of  all  goods  fo 
returned,  ftored,  or  fold,  to  be  infer  ted  in  the 
public  papers ;  and  if  any  goods  or  mer- 
chandizes (hall  be  imported  after  the  faid  firft 
day  of  February,  the  fame  ought  forthwith 
to  be  fent  back  again,  without  breaking  any 
of  the  packages  thereof. 

Eleventh.  That  a  Committee  be  chofen  in 
every  county,  city,  and  town,  by  thofe  who 
are  qualified  to  vote  for  Representatives  in 
the  legiflature,  whofe  bufinefs  it  fhall  be  at- 
tentively to  obferve  the  condudt  of  all  per- 
fons  touching  this  aflcciation ;  and  when 
it  fhall  be  made  to  appear  to  the  fatis- 
faction  of  a  majority  of  any  fuch  Com- 
mittee, that  any  perfon  within  the  limits  of 
their  appointment  has  violated  this  aflbcia- 
tior^that  fuch  majority  do  forthwith  caufe  the 
truth  of  the  cafe  to  be  publifhed  in  the  Gazette, 

10 
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to  the  end,  that  all  fuch  foes  to  the  rights 
of  Britifh  America  may  be  publicly  known, 
and  univerfally  contemned  as  the  enemies 
of  American  liberty ;  and  thenceforth  we 
refpeilively  will  break  off  all  dealings  with 
him  or  hen 

Twelfth.  That  the  Committee  of  Corres- 
pondence in  the  refpe&ive  Colonies  do  fre- 
quently infpect  the  entries  of  their  Cuftom- 
Houfes,  and  inform  each  other  from  time  to 
time  of  the  true  ftate  thereof,  and  of  every 
other  material  circumftance  that  may  occur 
relative  to  this  affociation. 

Thirteenth.  That  all  manufactures  of  this 
country  be  fold  at  reafonable  prices,  fo  that 
no  undue  advantage  be  taken  of  a  future 
fcarcity  of  goods. 

Fourteenth.  And  we  do  further  agree  and 
refolve,  that  we  will  have  no  trade,  com- 
merce, dealings  or  intercourfe  whatfoever, 
with  any  colony  or  province,  in  North- 
America,  which  (hall  not  accede  to,  or  which 
fhall  hereafter  violate  this  affociation,  but  will 
hold  them  as  unworthv  of  the  rights  of  freemen* 
and  as  inimical  to  the  liberties  of  their  country. 

And  we  do  folemnly  bind  ourfelves  and  our 
constituents,  under  the  ties  aforefaid,  to  adhere 
■to  this  affociation  until  fuch  parts  of  the  fe- 
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veral  Acts  of  Parliament  pafled  fince  the  clofe 
of  the  laft  war,  as  impofe  or  continue  duties 
on  tea,  wine,  molafles,  fyrups,  paneles, 
coffee,  fugar,  piemento,  indigo,  foreign  paper, 
glafs,  and  painters  colours,  imported  into 
America,  and  extend  the  powers  of  the  Ad- 
miralty courts  beyond  their  ancient  limits, 
deprive  the  American  fubject  of  trial  by  jury, 
authorife  the  Judge's  certificate  to  indemnify 
the  profecutor  from  damages,  that  he  nvght 
otherwife  be  liable  to,  from  a  trial  by  his 
peers,  require  oppreffive  fecurity  from  a  clai- 
mant of  fhips  orgoods  feized,  before  he  fhall 
be  allowed  to  defend  his  property,  are  repeal- 
ed— And  until  that  part  of  the  Ad:  of  the 
12.  G.  3.  ch.  24.  intituled,  "An  Aftfor  the 
better  fecuring  his  Majefty's  dock  yards, 
magazines,  fhips,  ammunition,  and  ftores," 
by  which,  any  perfons  charged  with  com- 
mitting any  of  the  offences  therein  defcribed, 
jn  America,  may  be  tried  in  any  fhire  or 
county  within  the  realm,  is  repealed — And 
until  the  four  Adts  pafTed  in  the  laft  feffion 
of  Parliament,  viz.  that  for  flopping  the 
port  and  blocking  up  the  harbour  of  Bofton 
1 — That  for  altering  the  charter  and  govern- 
ment   of    the    MafTachufett's  -  Bay And 

that  which  is  intituled,  u  An  A&  for  the 
better  adminiftration  of  juftice,  &c." — And 
that  4C  For  extending  the  limits  of  Quebec, 
&c."  are  repealed.     And  we  recommend  it  to 
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the  provincial  conventions,  and  to  the  commit- 
tees in  the  refpedive Colonies,  toeftablifhfuch 
farther  regulations  as  they  may  think  proper, 
for  carrying  into  execution  this  Aflbciation. 

The  foregoing  Aflbciation  being  determined 
upon  by  the  Congress,  was  ordered  to  be 
fubfcribed  by  the  feveral  Members  thereof; 
and  thereupon  we  have  hereunto  fet  our  re«« 
fpe£fcive  names  accordingly. 

In  Congrefs,  Philadelphia,  OBober  20,  1774. 

Signed, 

PEYTON  RANDOLPH,  Prefident. 

lJ-       [Nathaniel  Folsom. 

{Thomas  Cushing, 
Samuel  Adams, 
John  Adams, 
Robert  Treat  Paine. 


■^4  Sam" 


el  Ward. 


f  Eliphalet  Dyer, 
Conne51icut\  Roger  Sherman, 
LSilasDeane. 

New-Tork 
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TsAAC    LOW, 

John  Alsop, 
John  Jay, 

New-York  {James  Duane, 

|  William  Floyd, 
Henry  Weisnek, 
^S.  Boerum. 

James  Kinsey, 

%r     '       r    \  William  Livingston, 

New-  Jerky  <  c  r* 

j   j  j  J  Stephen  Crane, 

^Richard  Smith. 

TJoseph  Galloway, 
John  Dickinson, 

j  Charles  Humphreys, 
Tennfylvania  \  Thomas  Mifflin, 
Edward  Biddle, 
John  Morton, 

^George  Ross. 

Cjesar  Rodney, 
New-Cqftle,  &c.\ Thomas  M'Kean, 

^George  Read. 

fMATTHEW  TlLGHMAN, 

77   I  Thomas  Tohnson, 
Maryland  t  WlLLIAMJ  PaCa> 

LSamuel  Chase. 


Virginia. 
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Richard  Henry  Lee, 
\  George  Washington, 
yr.     i  ;     )P.  Henry,  Tun- 
^^.<RlCHARD  Bland, 

/Benjamin  Harrison, 
^Edmu^d  Pendleton. 


(•William  Hooper, 
Joseph  Hewi 
R.  Caswelb. 


Nvrth-Carolina.\  Joseph  Hewes, 


Henry  MiddletoN; 
Thomas  Lynch, 
South- Carolina.  {  Christopher  Gadsden, 

John  Rutledge, 
Edward  Rutledge* 


E  T-O 


fO    THE 

PEOPLE   of  GREAT  BRITAIN, 

FROM     THE 

DELEGATES, 

Appointed  by  the  feveral  Engltfh  Colonies  bf 
New-Hampjhire,  Majjdchufetf  s-  Bay ,  Rhode-* 
Ijland  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connec- 
ticut >  New-York^  New-Jerfeyi  PennfyU 
vania,  The  Lower  Counties  on  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina^  and 
South-Carolina,  to  confider  of  their  Griev- 
ances in  General  Congrejs,  at  Philadelphia, 
September  $th,   1774. 

Friends  and  Fellow  Subjects, 

WHEN  a  Nation,  led  to  greatnefs  by 
the  hand  of  Liberty,  andpoffefled  of 
all  the  glory  that  heroifm,  munificence,  and 
humanity  can  beflow,  defcends  to  the  un- 
grateful tafk  of  forging  chains  for  her  Friends 
and  Children,  and  inftead  of  giving  fupport 
to  Freedom,  turns  advocate  for  Slavery  and 
Oppreilion,  there  is  reafon  to  fufped:  (he  has 
either  ceafed  to  be  virtuous,  or  been  ex- 
tremely negligent  in  the  appointment  of  her 
rulers. 

In 
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:  In  almoft  every  age,  in  repeated  conflids, 
in  long  and  bloody  wars,  as  well  civil  as  fo- 
reign, againft  many  and  powerful  nations, 
again  it  the  open  affaults  of  enemies  and  the 
more  dangerous  treachery  of  friends,  have 
the  inhabitants  of  your  ifland,  your  great  and 
glprious  anceftors,  maintained  their  inde- 
pendance  and  tranfmitted  the  rights  of  men 
and  the  bleffings  of  liberty  to  vou  their  po- 
ll erity. 

•  ,  Be  not  furprized  therefore,  that  we,  who  are 
defcend'ed  from  the  fame  common  anceftors; 
that  we*  whofe  forefathers  participated  in  all 
the  rights,  the  liberties  and  the  constitution, 
you  fo  juftly  boaft,  and  who  have  carefully 
conveyed  the  fame  fair  inheritance  to  us, 
guarantied  by  the  plighted  faith  of  govern- 
ment, and  the  moft  folemn  compacts  with 
Britifli  Sovereigns,  fhould  refufe  to  furrepder 
them  to  men,  who  found  their  claims  on  no 
principles  of  reafon,  and  who  profecute  them 
with  a  defign,  that  by  having  our  lives  ^and 
property  in  their  power,  they  may  with  the 
greater  facility  enflave  you. 

The  caufe  of  America  is  now  the  objed  of 
univerfal  attention :  it  has  at  length  become 
very  ferious.  This  unhappy  country  has  not 
only  been  oppreiTed,  but  abufed  and  mifrepre- 
fented  j  and  the  duty  we  owe  to  ourfelves  and 
pqfterity,  to  your  intereft,and  the  general  vvel- 
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fare  of  the  Britifh  empire,  leads  us  to  addrefe 
you  on  this  very  important  fubjeft. 

Knew  then.  That  we  confider  ourfelves,  and 
do  Infift,  that  we  are,  and  ought  to  be,  as  free 
as  our  fellew  fubje&s  in  Britain,  and  that  no 
power  on  earth  has  a  right  to  take  our  pro- 
perty from  us  without  our  confent. 

That  we  claim  all  the  benefits  fecured  to  the 
fubjeft  by  the  Englifli  conflitution,  and  parti- 
cularly that  ineftimable  one  of  trial  by  jury. 

That  weholditefTential  toEnglifh  Liberty, 
that  no  man  be  condemned  unheard,  or  pu- 
nifhed  for  fuppofed  offences,  without  having 
an  opportunity  of  making  his  defence. 

That  we  think  the  Legiflature  of  Great- 
Britain  is  not  authorized  by  the  conflitution 
to  eflablifh  a  religion,  fraught  with  fangui- 
nary  and  impious  tenets,  or,  to  ereft  an  arbi- 
trary form  of  government  in  any  quarter  of 
the  globe.  Thefe  rights,  we,  as  well  as  you, 
deem  facred.  And  yet  facred  as  they  are, 
they  have,  with  many  others,  been  repeatedly 
and  flagrantly  violated. 

Are  not  the  Proprietors  of  the  foil  of  Great- 
Britain  Lords  of  their  own  property  ?  can  it  be 
taken  from  them  without  their  confent  ?  will 
:hey  yield  it  to  the  arbitrary  difpofal  of  any 
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man,  or  number  of   men  whatever  ? — You 
know  they  will  not. 

Why  then  are  the  Proprietors  of  the  foil  of 
America  lefs  Lords  of  their  property  than  you 
are  of  yours,  or  why  thould  they  fubmit  it  to 
the  difpofal  of  your  Parliament,  or  any  other 
Parliament,  or  Council  in  the  world,  not  of 
their  election  ?  Can  the  intervention  of  the  fea 
that  divides  us,  caufe  difparity  in  rights,  or 
can  any  reafon  be  given,  why  Englifhfubjedts, 
who  live  three  thoufand  miles  from  the  royal 
palace,  fhould  enjoy  lefs  liberty  than  thofe 
who  are  three  hundred  miles  diftant  from  it  ? 

Reafon  looks  with  indignation  on  fuch  dis- 
tinctions, and  freemen  can  never  perceive 
their  propriety.  And  yet,  however  chimerical 
and  unjufl  fuch  difcriminations  are,  the  Par- 
liament afiert,  that  they  have  a  right  to  bind 
us  in  all  cafes  without  exception,  whether  we 
confent  or  not ;  that  they  may  take  and  ufe 
our  property  when  and  in  what  manner  they 
pleale;  that  we  are  penlioners  on  their  bounty 
for  all  that  we  poflefs,  and  can  hold  it  no 
longer  than  they  vouchafe  to  permit.  Such 
declarations  we  confider  asherefies  in  English 
politics,  and  wrhich  can  no, more  operate  to 
deprive  us  of  our  property,  than  the  interdicts 
of  the  Pope  can  diveft  Kings  of  fceptres 
which  the  laws  of  the  land  and  the  voice  of 
the  people  have  placed  in  their  hands. 

At 
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At  the  conclufion  of  the  late  war — a  war 
rendered  glorious  by  the  abilities  and  integrity 
of  a  Minifter,  to  whofe  efforts  the  Britifh 
empire  owes  its  fafety  and  its  fame  :  At  the 
conclufion  of  this  war,  which  was  fucceeded 
by  an  inglorious  peace,  formed  under  the  au- 
fpices  of  a  Minifter  of  principles,  and  of  a 
family  unfriendly  to  the  protectant  caufe, 
and  inimical  to  liberty.— We  fay  at  this 
period,  and  under  the  influence  of  that  man, 
a  plan  for  enflavi ng  your  fellow  fubje£ts  in 
America  was  concerted,  and  has  ever  fince 
been  pertinacioufly  carrying  into  execution. 

Prior  to  this  a?ra  you  were  content  with 
drawing  from  us  the  wealth  produced  by  our 
commerce.  You  reftrained  our  trade  in  every 
way  that  could  conduce  to  your  emolument. 
You  exercifed  unbounded  fovereignty  over 
the  fea.  You  named  the  ports  and  nations 
to  which  alone  our  merchandize  (hould  be 
carried,  and  with  whom  alone  we  fhould 
trade;  and  though  fome  of  thefe  reftri&ions 
were  grievous,  we  nevertheless  did  not  com- 
plain >  we  looked  up  to  you  as  to  our  parent 
ftate  to  which  we  were  bound  by  the  ftrongeft 
ties  :  And  were  happy  in  being  inftrumental 
to  your  profperity  and  your  grandeur. 

We  call  upon  you  yourfdves,  to  witnefs  our 
loyalty  and  attachment  to  the  common  intereft 
of  the  whole  empire  :  Did  we  not,  in  the  laft 

war 


(  p  ) 

War,  add  all  theftrength  of  this  vaft  continent 
to  the  force  which  repelled  our  common  ene- 
my? Did  we  not  leave  our  native  {Lores,  and 
meet  difeafe  and  death,  to  promote  the  fuccefs 
of  Britifli  arms  in  foreign  climates?  Did  you 
not  thank  us  for  our  zeal,  and  even  reimburfe 
us  large  fums  of  money,  which,  you  confeffed, 
we  had  advanced  beyond  our  proportion  and 
far  beyond  our  abilities?     You  did. 

To  what  caufes,  then,  are  we  to  attribute 
the  fudden  change  of  treatment,  and  that 
fyftem  of  flavery  which  was  prepared,  for  us 
at  the  refloration  of  peace  ? 

Before  we  had  recovered  from  the  diflreffes 

which  ever  attend  war,  an  attempt  was  made 

to  drain  this  country  of  all  its  money,  by  the 

opprefiive  Stamp-aft.  Paint,  glafs,  and  other 

commodities,    which   you  would  not  permit 

us  to  purchafe  of  other  nations,  were  taxed  ; 

nay,  although  no  wine  is  made  in  any  country 

fubjeftto  the  Britifh  ftate,  you  prohibited  our 

procuring  it   of  foreigners,   without   paying 

a  tax,  impofed  by  your    parliament,  on   all 

we  imported.     Thefe  and  many  other    im- 

pofitions  were    kid   upon   us  mod   unjuftly 

and   unconstitutionally,  for  the  exprefs  pur- 

pofe    of   raifing    a    revenue, — In    order    to 

filence  complaint,   it  was,  indeed,   provided, 

that    this   revenue   fhould    be    expended    in 

America   for   its    protection  and   defence.— 

Thefe  exa&ions  however  can  receive  nojufti- 
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ficationfrom  a  pretended  neceffity  of  protect* 
ing  and  defending  us.  They  are  lavillily  fquan- 
dered  on  court  favourites  and  minifterial  de- 
pendants, generally  avowed  enemies  to  Ame- 
rica and  employing  themfelves,  by  partial  re- 
prefentations,   to   traduce    and    embroil   the 
Colonies,     For  the  neceffary  fupport  of  go- 
vernment here,  we  ever  were  and  ever   (hall 
be   ready  to    provide.       And    whenever   the 
exigencies  of  the   ftate    may  require   it,  we 
fhall,  as  we  have  heretofore  done,  chearful- 
ly  contribute  our  full  proportion  of  men  and 
money.       To  enforce   this    unconditional 
and  unjuft  fcheme  of  taxation,  every  fence 
that  the  wifdom  of  our  Britifli  anceftors  had 
carefully  eredted  againft  arbitrary  power,  has 
been  violently  thrown  down  in  America,  and 
the  inestimable  right  of  trial  by  jury    taken 
away  in  cafes  that  touch  both  life  and  property. 
It  was  ordained,  that  whenever  offences  fhould 
be  committed  in  the  Colonies  againft  parti- 
cular Ads   impofmg  various  duties   and   re- 
ftridions  upon  trade,    the  profecutor  might 
bring  his  adion  for  the  penalties  in  the  Courts 
of  Admiralty;    by  which   means  the  fubjecfc 
loft  the  advantage  of  being  tried  by  an  honeft 
uninfluenced  jury  of  the  vicinage,    and    was 
fubjeded  to  the  fad  neceffity  of  being  judged 
by  a  Angle  man,  a  creature  of  the  Crown,  and 
according  to  the  courfe  of  a  law  which  ex- 
empts the  profecutor  from  the  trouble  of  prov- 
ing his  accufation,  and  obliges  the  defendant 
either  to  evince  his  innocence  or  to  fuffer.  To 
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give  this  new  indicatory  the  greater  importance, 
and  as,  if  with  defign  to  proted  falfe  accufers, 
it  is  further  provided,  that  the  Judge's  certi- 
ficate of  there  having  been  probable  caufes  of 
feizure  and  profecution,  fhall  protedl  the  pro- 
fecutor  from  actions  at  common  law  for  re- 
covery of  damages. 

By  the  courfe  of  our  law,  offences  com- 
mitted in  fuch  of  the  Britifh  dominions  in 
which  courts  are  eftablifhed  and  juftice  duly 
and  regularly  adminiftered,  fhall  be  there 
tried  by  a  jury  of  the  vicinage.  There  the 
offenders  and  the  witneftes  are;  known,  and 
the  degree  of  credibility  to  be  given  to  their 
teftimony,  can  be  afcertained. 

In  all  thefe  Colonies,  juftice  is  regularly 
and  impartially  adminiftered,  and  yet  by  the 
conftrudtion  of  fome,  and  the  direction  of 
other  Acts  of  Parliament,  offenders  are  to  be 
taken  by  force,  together  with  all  fuch  perfons 
as  may  be  pointed  out  as  witneftes,  and  car- 
ried to  England,  there  to  be  tried  in  a  diftant 
land,  by  a  jury  of  ftrangers,  and  fubjedt  to  all 
the  disadvantages  that  refult  from  want  of 
friends,  want  of  witneftes,  and  want  of  money, 

When  the  de(ign  of  railing  a  revenue  from 
the  duties  impofed  on  the  importation  of  tea 
into  America,  had  in  great  meafure  been  ren- 
dered abortive  by  our  ceafing  to  import  that 
Commodity,  a  fcheme   was  concerted   by  the 
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Miniftry  with  the  Eaft-India  Company,    and 
an  Adt  palled  enabling  and  encouraging  them 
to  tranfport  and  vend  it  in  the  Colonies.  Aware 
of  the  danger  of  giving  fuccefs  to  this  infidious 
manoeuvre,  and  of  permitting  a  precedent  of 
taxation  thus  to  be  eftablhhed  among  us,  va- 
rious   methods    were  adopted   to   elude   the 
flroke.    The  people  of  Bofton,  then  ruled  by 
a  Governor,  whom,  as  well  as  his  predeceflbr, 
Sir  Francis  Bernard,   all  America  confiders  as 
her  enemy,   were   exceedingly   embarraffed. 
The  (hips  which   had  arrived   with   the   tea 
were  by  his  management  prevented  from  re- 
turning.— The  duties  would  have  been  paidj 
the  cargoes  landed  and  expofed  to  fale;  a  Go- 
vernor's influence  would  have  procured  and 
protected  many  purchafers.     While  the  town 
was  fufpended   by  deliberations  on   this  im- 
portant fubjedt,  the  tea  was  destroyed.    Even 
fuppofing  a  trefspafs  was  thereby  committed, 
and  the  Proprietors  of  the  tea  entitled  to  da- 
mages,— The  Courts  of  Law  were  open,  and 
Judges  appointed  by   the  Crown   prelided  in 
them.— The   Eaft-India   Company   however 
did  not  think  proper  to  commence  any  fuits, 
nor  did  they  even  demand  fatisfaction  either 
from  individuals  or  from  the  community  in 
general.      The  Miniftry,  it  feems,  officioufly 
made  the  cafe  their  own,  and  the  great  Coun- 
cil of  the   nation  defcended   to  intermeddle 

with  a  difpute   about  private  property. • 

Divers  papers,  letters,  and  other  unauthenti- 
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cited  ex  parte  evidence  were  laid  before  them  j 
neither  the  perfons  who  deftroyed  the  Tea,  or 
the  people  of  Boflon,  were  called  upon  to  an- 
fwer  the  complaint.  The  Miniflry,  incenfed 
by  being  difappointed  in  a  favourite  fcheme, 
were  determined  to  recur  from  the  little  arts 
of  fineffe,  to  open  force  and  unmanly  violence. 
The  port  of  Bofton  was  blocked  up  by  a  fleet, 
and  an  army  placed  in  the  town.  Their  trade 
was  to  be  fufpended,  and  thoufands  reduced 
to  the  neceflity  of  gaining  fubfiflence  from 
charity,  till  they  fhould  fubmit  to  pafs  under 
the  yoke,  and  conient  to  become  flaves,  by 
confeffing  the  omnipotence  of  Parliament, 
and  acquiefcing  in  whatever  difpofition' they 
might  think  proper  to  make  of  their  lives 
and  property. 

Letjiiftice  and  humanity  ceafe  to  be  the 
boaft  of  your  nation  !  confult  your  hiftory,  ex- 
amine your  records  of  former  tranfadions,  nay 
turn  to  the  annals  of  the  many  arbitrary  ftates 
and  kingdoms  that  furround  you,  and  (hew  us 
a  iingle  inftance  of  men  being  condemned  to 
fuffer  for  imputed  crimes,  unheard,  unque- 
itioned,  and  without  even  the  fpecious  for- 
mality of  a  trial;  and  that  too  by  laws  made 
exprefsly  for  the  purpofe,  and  which  had  no 
exillence  at  the  time  af  the  fad:  committed* 
If  it  be  difficult  to  reconcile  thefe  proceedings 
to  the  genius  and  temper  of  your  laws  and 
conftitution,  the  tafk  will  become  more  ar- 
duous when  we  call  upon  our  minifteiial  ene- 
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fnies  to  juftify,  not  only  condemning  men 
untried,  and  by  hearfay,  but  involving  the 
innocent  in  one  common  punifhment  with 
the  guilty,  and  for  the  a£t  of  thirty  or  forty, 
to  bring  poverty,  diftrefs  and  calamity  on  thir- 
ty thoufand  fouls,  and  thofe  not  your  enemies, 
butyour  friends,  brethren,  andfellow-fubje&s. 

It  would  be  fome  confolation  to  us,  if  the 
catalogue  of  American  oppreffions  ended  here. 
It  gives  us  pain  to  be  reduced  to  the  neceffity 
of  reminding  you,  that  under  the  confidence 
fepoied  in  the  faith  of  government,  pledged 
in  a  royal  charter  from  a  Britifti  Sovereign, 
the  fore-fathers  of  the  prefent  inhabitants  of 
the  MaffachufettVBay  left  their  former  ha- 
bitations, and  eftabliflhed  that  great,  flourifli- 
ing,  and  loyal  Colony.  Without  incurring 
or  being  charged  with  a  forfeiture  of  their 
rights,  without  being  heard,  without  being 
tried,  without  law,  and  without  jufdee,  by 
an  A3:  of  Parliament,  their  charter  is  de- 
ftroyed,  their  liberties  violated,  their  con- 
ftitution  and  form  of  government  changed  : 
and  all  this  upon  no  better  pretence,  than 
becaufe  in  one  of  their  towns  a  trefpafs  was 
committed  on  fome  merchandize,  faid  to  be- 
long to  one  of  the  Companies,  and  becaufe 
the  Miniftry  were  of  opinion,  that  fuch  high 
political  regulations  were  neceffary  to  com- 
pel due  fubordination  and  obedience  to  their 
mandates. 

Nor 
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Nor  are  thefe  the  only  capital  grievances, 
under  which  we  labor.  We  might  tell  of 
diffolute,  weak  and  wicked  Governors  having 
been  fet  over  us ;  of  Legiflatures  being  fuf- 
pended  for  afferting  the  rights  of  Britifh  fub- 
jedts — of  needy  and  ignorant  dependents  on 
great  men,  advanced  to  the  feats  of  juftice, 
and  to  other  places  of  truft  and  importance ; 
— of  hard  reftridtions  on  commerce,  and  a 
great  variety  of  leffer  evils,  the  recolle&ion  of 
which  is  almoftloft  under  the  weight  and  pref- 
fure  of  greater  and  more  poignant  calamities. 

Now  mark  the  progreffion  of  the   minif- 
terial  plan  for  enflaving  us. 

Well  aware   that   fuch  hardy  attempts   to 
take  our  property  from  us ;  to  deprive  us  of 
that  valuable  right  of  trial  by  jury  ;    to  feize 
our  perfons,  and  carry  us  for  trial  to  Great 
Britain  •  to   blockade  our  ports ;  to  deftroy 
our  Charters,  and  change  our  forms  of  go- 
vernment, would  occafion,    and  had  already 
occafioned,   great  difcontent  in  all  the  Colo- 
nies, which  might  produce  oppofition  to  thefe 
meafures :   An  Adt  was  palled  to  protedt,  in- 
demnify, and  fcreen  from  punifhment  fuch  as 
might  be  guilty  even  of  murder,  in  endeavour- 
ing to  carry  their  oppreffive  edidts  into  execu- 
tion: And  by  another  Act  the   dominion    of 
Canada  is  to  be  fe  extended,  modelled,  and 
governed,  as  that  by  being  difunited  from  us, 
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detached  from  our  interefts,  by  civil  as  well 
as  religious  prejudices,  that  by  their  numbers 
daily  iwelling  with  Catholic  emigrants  from 
Europe,  and  by  their  devotion  to  Adminiftra- 
tion  fo  friendly  to  their  religion,  they  might 
become  formidable  to  us,  and  on  occafion* 
be  fit  inftrumentts  in  the  hands  of  power,  to 
reduce  the  ancient  free  Proteftant  Colonies  to 
the  fame  Hate  of  flavery  with  themfelves. 

This  was  evidently  the  object  of  the  Act : 
-—x^nd  in  this  view  being  extremely  danger- 
ous to  our  liberty  and  quiet,  we  cannot  for- 
bear complaining  of  it,  as  hoftile  to  Britifti 
America. — Superadded  to  thefe  confedera- 
tions, we  cannot  help  deploring  the  unhappy 
condition  to  which  it  has  reduced  the  many 
Englifh  fettlers,  who,  encouraged  by  the 
Royal  Proclamation,  promifing  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  their  rights,  have  purchafed 
eftates  in  that  country. — They  are  now  the 
fubjects  of  an  arbitrary  government,  deprived 
of  trial  by  jury,  and  when  imprifoned  can- 
not claim  the  benefit  of  the  habeas  corpus 
Act,  that  great  bulwark  and  palladium  of 
Englifh  liberty  :— -  Nor  can  we  fuppreis  our 
aftonifhment,  that  a  Britifh  Parliament 
fhould  ever  confent  to  eftablifh  in  that  coun- 
try a  religion  that  has  deluged  your  ifland  in 
blood,  and  difperfed  impiety,  bigotry,  perfe- 
ction, murder  and  rebellion  through  every 
part  of  the  world. 

This 
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This  being  a  true  ftate  of  fads,  let  us  be- 
feech  you  to  confider  to  what  end  they  lead. 

Admit  that  the  Miniftry,  by  the  powers  of 
Britain,  and  the  aid  of  our  Roman  Catholic 
neighbours,  fhould  be  able  to  carry  the  point 
of  taxation,  and  reduce  us  to  a  ftate  of  perfed: 
humiliation  and  flavery.  Such  an  enterprize 
would  doubtlefs  make  fome  addition  to  your 
national  debt,  which  already  preffes  down 
your  liberties,  and  fills  you  with  Penfioners 
and  Placemen. — We  prefume,  alio,  that 
your  commerce  will  fomewhat  be  diminished. 
However,  fuppofe  you  fhould  prove  victorious 
—-in  what  condition  will  you  then  be  ?  What 
advantages  or  what  laurels  will  you  reap  from 
fuch  a  conqueft  ? 

May  not  a  Miniftry  with  the  fame  armies 
enflave  you — it  may  be  faid,  you  will  ceafe 
to  pay  them — but  remember  the  taxes  from 
America,  the  wealth,  and  we  may  add,  the 
men,  and  particularly  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  this  vaft  continent  will  then  be  in  the 
power  of  your  enemies — nor  will  you  have 
any  reafon  to  expedt,  that  after  rfcakiny  flaves 
of  us,  many  among  us  fhould  refuie  to  afiiffc 
in  reducing  you  to  the  fame  abjett  Itate. 

Do  no  treat  this  as  chimerical-— Know 
that  in  leis  than  half  a  centuiy,  the  quit-rents 
referved  to  the  Crown,  from  the  numberlefs 
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grants  of  this  vaft  continent,  will  pour  large 
ilreams  of  wealth  into  the  royal  coffers,  and 
if  to  this  be  added  the  power  of  taxing 
America  at  pleafure,  the  Crown  will  be  ren- 
dered independant  on  you  for  fupplies,  and 
will  poiTefs  more  treafure  than  may  be  necef- 
fary  to  purchafe  the  remains  of  Liberty  in 
your  liland.*— — In  a  word,  take  care  that 
you  do  not  fall  into  the  pit  that  is  preparing 
for  us. 

We  believe  there  is  yet  much  virtue,  much 
juftice,  and  much  public  fpirit  in  the  Englifla 
nation — To  that  juftice  we  now  appeal. 
You  have  been  told  that  we  are  feditious, 
impatient  of  government,  anddefirous  of  in- 
depenclancy.     Be  affured  that  thefe  are   not 

fafts,    but   calumnies-^ Permit  us  to  be  as 

free  as  yourfMves,  and  we  (hall  ever  efteem 
a  union  with  you  to  be  our  greateft  glory  and 
our  greateft:  happinefs,  we  {hall  ever  be  ready 
to  contribute  all  in  our  power  to  the  welfare 
of  the  Empire — we  fhall  confidcr  your  ene- 
mies as  our  enemies,  and  your  intereft  as 
our  own. 

But  if  you  are  determined  that  your  Minis- 
ters {hail  wantonly  fport  with  the  rights  of 
mankind — If  neither  the  voice  of  juftice, 
the  dictates  of  the  law,  the  principles  of  the 
conftitution,  or  the  fuggeftions  of  humanity 
can  reftrain  your  hands  from  fhedding  human 

blood 
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blood  in  fuch  an  impious  caufe,  we  muft  then 
tell  vou,  that  we  never  will  fubmit  to  be 
hewers  of  wood  or  drawers  of  water  for  any 
minifrrv  or  nation  in  the  world. 

Flace  us  in  the  fame  fituation  that  we  were 
at  the  clofe  of  the  laft  war,  and  our  former 
harmony  will  be  reftored. 

But  left  the  fame  fupinenefs  and  the  fame 
inattention  to  our  common  intereft,  which  you 
have  for  feveral  years  (hewn,  fhouid  continue, 
we  think  it  prudent  to  anticipate  the  confe- 
quences. 

By  the  deftru&ion  of  the  trade  of  Bofton, 
the  Miniftry  have  endeavoured  to  induce  fub- 
million  to  their  meafures. — The  like  fate  may 
befal  us  all,  we  will  endeavour  therefore  to 
live  without  trade,  and  recur  for  fubfiftence 
to  the  fertility  and  bounty  of  our  native  foil, 
which  will  afford  us  all  the  neceftaries  and 
fome  of  the  conveniences  of  life,  — -We  have 
fufpended  our  importation  from  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland  ;  and  in  lefs  than  a  year's 
time,  unlefs  our  grievances  fhouid  be  re- 
dreffed,  fhall  difcontinue  our  exports  to  thofe 
kingdoms  and  the  Weft-Indies. 

It  is  with  the  utmoft  regret  however,  that 
we  find  ourfelves  compelled  by  the  over- 
ruling principles  of  felf-prefervation,  to  adopt 
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meafures  detrimental  in  their  confequences  to 
numbers  of  our  fellow  fubje&s  in  Great- 
Britain  and  Ireland.  But  we  hope,  that  the 
magnanimity  andjuftice  of  the  Britifh  Nation 
will  furniih  a  Parliament  of  fuch  wifdom,  in- 
dependance  and  public  fpirit,  as  may  lave  the 
violated  rights  of  the  whole  empire  from  the 
devices  of  wicked  Minifters  and  evil  Coun- 
fellors,  whether  in  or  out  of  office,  and  thereby 
reftore  that  harmony,  friendship  and  fraternal 
affedtion  between  all  the  Inhabitants  of  his 
Majefty's  kingdoms  and  territories,  fo  ar- 
dently wiilied  for  by  eyery  true  and  honed 
American. 

The  Congress  then  refumed the  confederation 
of  the  memorial  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Brit  if: 
colonies ,  and  the  fame  being  debated  by  para- 
graphs and  amended,  was  approved,   and  is  as 
follows-— 


TO 
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TO    THE 

INHABITANTS  OF   THE   COLONIES 


Of  New  -  Hampftire,  Majjachnfetf  s  -  Bay, 
Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations  ; 
Connecticut^  New-Fork,  New-Jerfey,  Penn- 
fylvania,  the  Counties  of  Newcajlle,  Kent 
and  Sujfex  on  Delaware  ;  Maryland,  Vir- 
ginia, North  Carolina  and  South  Carolina. 

Friends  and  Fellow  Cotmtrymen, 

WE,  the  Delegates  appointed  by  the 
good  people  of  the  above  Colonies  to 
meet  at  Philadelphia  in  September  laft,  for 
the  purpofes  mentioned  by  our  refpeetive 
Constituents,  have  in  purfuance  of  the  trufi 
repofedin  us,  affembledandtakenintoourmofl 
ferious  confideratiori  the  important  matters 
recommended  to  the  Congrefs.  Our  refolu- 
tions  thereupon  will  be  herewith  communi- 
cated to  you.  But  as  the  fituation  of  public 
affairs  grows  daily  more  and  more  alarming; 
and  as  it  may  be  more  fatisfactory  to  you  to 
be  informed  by  us  in  a  collective  body,  than 
in  any  other  manner,  of  thofe  fentiments  that 
have  been  approved,  upon  a  full  and  free 
difcuffion  by  the  Representatives  of  fo  great 
a    part  of    America,     we    eftecm    ourfelves 
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obliged  to  add  this  Addrefs  to  thefe  Refolu** 
tions. 

In  every  cafe  of  oppofition  by  a  people  to 
their  rulers,  or  of  one  ftate  to  another, 
duty  to  Almighty  God,  the  creator  of  all, 
requires  that  a  true  and  impartial  judgment 
be  formed  of  the  meafures  leading  to  fuch 
oppofition  ;  and  of  the  caufes  by  which  it  has 
been  provoked,  or  can  in  any  degree  be 
juftified  :  That  neither  affection  on  the  one 
hand,  nor  refentment  on  the  other,  being 
permitted  to  give  a  wrong  biafs  to  reafon,  it 
may  be  enabled  to  take  a  difpaflionate  view 
of  all  the  circumftances,  and  fettle  the  public 
conduct  on  the  folid  foundations  of  wildom 
and  juftice. 

From  Councils  thus  tempered  arife  the 
fureft  hopes  of  the  divine  favour,  the  firmeft 
encouragement  to  the  parties  engaged,  and  the 
ftrongeft  recommendation  of  their  caufe  to 
the  reft  of  mankind. 

With  minds  deeply  impreffed  by  a  {enfe  of 
thefe  truths,  we  have  diligently,  deliberately 
and  calmly  enquired  into  and  confidered  thofe 
exertions,  both  of  the  legiflative  and  executive 
power  of  Great-Britain,  which  have  excited  fo 
much  uneafinefs  in  America,  and  have  with 
equal  fidelity  and  attention  confidered  the 
conduct  of  the  Colonies.  Upon  the  whole,  we 
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find  ourfclves  reduced  to  the  difagreeable  al- 


ternative, of  bein?  filent  and  betraying:  the 
innocent,  or  of  {peaking  out  and  cenfuring 
thofe  we  wifh  to  revere.-— In  making  our 
choice  of  thefe  diflreflmg  difficulties,  we  pre- 
fer the  courfe  dictated  by  honeftv,  and  a  re- 
gard  for  the  welfare  of  our  country. 

Soon  after  the  conclufion  of  the  late  war, 
there  commenced  a  memorable  change  in  the 
treatment  of  thefe  Colonies.  By  aftatutemade 
in  the  fourth  year  of  the  prefent  reign,  a  time 
of  profound peace,  alledging,  "  the  expediency 
of  new  provisions  and  regulations  for  extend- 
ing the  commerce  between  Great-Britain  and 
his  Majefty's  dominions  in  America,  and  the 
necejjity  of  railing  a  Revenue  in  the  faid  domi- 
nions for  defraying  the  expences  of  defending, 
protecting  and  fecuring  the  lame,"  the  Com- 
mons of  Great-Britain  undertook  to  give  and 
grant  to  his  Majefty  many  rates  and  duties,  to 
be  paid  in  thefe  Colonies.  To  enforce  the 
obfervance  of  this  Ad,  it  prefcribes  a  great 
number  of  fevere  penalties  and  forfeitures  $ 
and  in  two  fedions  makes  a  remarkable  di~ 
ilindion  between  the  fubjeds  in  Great-Bri- 
tain and  thofe  in  America.  By  the  one,  the 
penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  there  are  to 
be  recovered  in  any  of  the  King's  Courts  of 
Record  at  Wejlmfcfler ,  or  in  the  Court  of  Ex- 
chequer in  Scotland  $  and  by  the  other,  the 
penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  here  are  to 
be  recovered  in  any  Court  of  Record,  or  in 

any 
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any  Court  of  Admiralty  or  Vice- Admiralty  ^  at 
the  election  of  the  informer  or  prof  cut  or. 

The  inhabitants  of  thefe  Colonies  confiding 
inthejuflice  of  Great-Britain,  were  fcarcely 
allowed fufficient  time  to  receive  and  confider 
this  Aft,  before  another,  well  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Stamp  A£i,  and  palled  in  the  fifth 
year  of  this  reign,  engroffed  their  whole  at- 
tention. By  this  ftatute  the  Britifh  Parliament 
exercifed  in  the  mod  explicit  manner  a  power 
of  taxing  us,  and  extending  the  jurifdiftion 
of  Courts  of  Admiralty  and  Vice-Admiralty  in 
the  Colonies,  to  matters  arifing  within  the 
body  of  a  county,  directed  the  numerous  pe- 
nalties and  forfeitures,  thereby  inflifted,  to 
be  recovered  in  the  faid  Courts. 

In  the  fame  year  a  tax  was  impofed  upon 
us,  by  an  Aft,  eftablifhing  feveral  new  fees 
in  the  cuftoms.  In  the  next  year,  the 
Stamp  Aft  was  repealed ;  not  becaufe  it  was 
founded  in  an  erroneous  principle,  but,  as 
the  repealing  Aft  recites,  becaufe  "  the 
continuance  thereof  would  be  attended  with 
many  inconveniencies,  and  might  be  pro- 
ductive of  confequences  greatly  detrimen- 
tal to  the  commercial  intereft  of  Great- 
Britain." 

In  the  fame  year,  and  by  a  fubfequent  Aft, 
it  was  declared,  "  that  his  Majefty  in  Parlia- 
ment, 
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merit,   of  right,   had    power    to     bind     the 
people   of    thefe    Colonies    by    Statutes    IN 

ALL    CASES  WHATSOEVER/' 

In  the  fame  year,  another  Aft  was  palled, 
for  impofing  rates  and  duties  payable  in  thefe . 
Colonies.  In  this  Statute  the  Commons 
avoiding  the  terms  of  giving  and  granting, 
cc  humbly  befought  his  Majefty  that  it  might 
be  enacted,  &c."  But  from  a  declaration  in  the 
preamble,  that  the  rates  and  duties  were  "  in 
lieu  of"  feveral  others  granted  by  the  Statute 
firft  before  mentioned  for  raifing  a  revenue  and 
from  fome  other  -expreflions  it  appears,  that 
thefe  duties  were  intended  for  that  purpofe. 

In  the  next  year,  (1767,)  an  AS:  was  made 
*?  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  put  the  cuftoms 
and  other  duties  in  America  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Commiffioners,  &c."  and  the  King 
thereupon  eredted  the  prefent  expenfive  Board 
of  Commiffioners,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe 
of  carrying  into  execution  the  feveral  Adh  re* 
lating  to  the  revenue  and  trade  in  America. 

After  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp-Aft,  having 
again  refigncd  ourfelves  to  our  antient  unfuf- 
picious  aftedtions  for  the  parent  ftate,  and 
anxious  to  avoid  any  controverfy  with  her, 
in  hopes  of  a. favourable  alteration  in  fenti- 
rnents  and  meafures  towards  us,  we  did   not 
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prefs  our  objections  againft  the  above-men- 
tioned Statutes  madefubfequent  to  that  repeal. 

Adminiflration  attributing  to  trifling  caufes, 
a  condud:  that  really  proceeded  from  generous 
motives,  were  encouraged  in  the  fame  year 
(1767)  to  make  a  bolder  experiment  on  the 
patience  of  America. 

By  a  Statute,  commonly  called  the  Glafs, 
Paper  and  Tea  Act,  made  fifteen  months  af- 
ter the  repeal  of  the  Stamp- Act,  the  Commons 
of  Great-Britain  refumed  their  former  lan- 
guage, and  again  undertook  to  "give  and  grant 
rates  and  duties  to  be  paid  in  thefe  Colonies," 
for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  cc  raifing  a  revenue, 
to  defray  the  charges  of  the  adrninijlration  of 
jujlice,  the  fupport  of  civil  government,  and 
defending  the  King's  dominions,"  on  this  con- 
tinent. The  penalties  and  forfeitures,  in- 
curred under  this  Statute,  are  to  be  recovered 
in  the  fame  manner,  with  thofe  mentioned  in 
the  foregoing  Adts. 

To  this  Statute,  fo  naturally  tending  to  dif- 
turb  the  tranquillity  then  univerfal  through- 
out the  Colonies,  Parliament,  in  the  fame 
feffion,  added  another  no  lets  extraordinary. 

Ever  iince  the  making  the  prefent  peace,  a 
ilanding  army  has  been  kept  in  thefe  Colonies* 
From  refpedl  for  the  mother  country,the  inno- 
vation 
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vation  was  not  only  tolerated,  but  the  provin- 
cial Legiflatures  generally  made  provifion  for 
fupplying  the  troops. 

The  Afiembly  of  the   province  of  New- 
York,   having  paffed  an   A6t  of  this  kind, 
but  differing  in   fome  articles,  from  the  di- 
rections of  the  Adfc  of  Parliament  made  in  the 
fifth  year  of  this  reign,  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives  in  that  Colony  was  prohibited  by  a 
Statute  made  in  the  feffion   tail  mentioned, 
from  making  any  bill,  order,    refolution  or 
vote,  except   for   adjourning,    or  ehufing   a 
Speaker,   until  provifion  fhould  be  made   by 
the  faid  Afiembly   for   furnlihing  the  troops 
within  that  province,  not  only  with  all  fuch 
neceffaries  as  were  required  by  the    Statute 
which  they  were  charged  with  difobeying^  but  alfo 
with  thcfe  required  by  two  or  olnzv fubfequent 
Statutes,  which  were  declared  to  be  in  force 
until  the  twenty -fourth  day  of  March,  1 769. 

Thefe  Statutes  of  the  year  1767  revived  the 
apprehenfions  and  difcontents,  that  had  en- 
tirely fubfided  on  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp 
Aft  \  and  amidft  the  juft  fears  and  jealoufies 
thereby  occafioned,  a  Statute  was  made  in  the 
next  year  (1768)  to  eftablifti  Courts  of  Ad- 
miralty and  Vice- Admiralty  on  a  new  model, 
exprefsly  for  the  end  of  more  effectually  re- 
covering the  penalties  and  forfeitures  inflidled 
by  Acts  of  Parliament,  framed  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  raijing  a  revenue  in  America,  &c. 

H  The 
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The  immediate  tendency  of  thefe  ftatutes 
is,  to  fubvert  the  right  of  having  a  fhare  in 
legidation,  by  rendering  A (Temblies  ufelefs  ; 
the  right  of  property,  by  taking  the  money 
of  the  Coloniils  without  their  confent ;  the 
right  of  trials  by  jury,  by  fubftituting  in  their 
place  trials  in  Admiralty  and  Vice- Admiralty 
Courts,  where  fingle  Judges  prefide,  holding 
their  Commiflions  during  pleafure  ;  and  un- 
duly to  influence  the  Courts  of  Common 
Law,  by  rendering  the  Judges  thereof  totally 
dependant  on  the  Crown  for  their  falaries. 

Thefe  ftatutes,not  to  mention  many  others 
exceedingly  exceptionable,  compared  one  with 
another,  will  be  found, not  only  to  form  a  regu- 
lar fyitem,  in  which  every  part  has  great  force, 
but  alfo  a  pertinacious  adherence  to  that  fyfcem 
for  fubjugating  thefe  Colonies,  that  are  not, 
and  from  local  circumftances,  cannot  be  re- 
p relented  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  the 
uncontroulable  and  unlimited  power  of  Par- 
liament, in  violation  of  their  undoubted  rights 
and  liberties,  in  contempt  of  their  humble 
and  repeated  fupplications. 

This  conduit  muft  appear  equally  aftonifh- 
ing  and  unjuftifiable,  when  it  is  confidered 
how  unprovoked  it  has  been  by  any  behaviour 
of  thefe  Colonies.  From  their  firft  fettlement, 
their  bittereft  enemies  never  fixed  on  any  of 
them  a  charge  of  difloyalty  to  their  Sovereign 

or 
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or  difaffeftion  to  their  Mother- Country.  In 
the  wars  (he  has  carried  on,  they  have  exerted 
themfelves  whenever  required,  in  giving  her 
affiftance;  and  have  rendered  her  fervices, 
which  fhe  has  publicly  acknowledged  to  be 
extremely  important.  Their  fidelity,  duty 
and  ufefulnefs  during  the  laft  war,  were  fre- 
quently and  affectionately  confeffed  by  his 
late  Majefty  and  the  prefent  King. 

The  reproaches  of  thofe,  who  are  mod  un- 
friendly to  the  freedom  of  America,  are  prin- 
cipally levelled  againft  the  province  of  Mafia- 
chufettVBay ;  hut  with  what  little  reafon, 
will  appear  by  the  following  declarations  of 
a  perfon,  the  truth  of  whole  evidence,  in  their 
favour,  will  not  be  queftioned — Governor 
Bernard  thus  addrefTes  the  two  Houfes  of  Af- 
fembly,  in  his  fpeech  on  the  24th  of  April, 
1762. — fC  The  unanimity  and  difpatch,  with 
which  you  have  complied  with  the  requijitions 
of  his  Majejiy,  require  my  particular  acknow- 
ledgement. And  it  gives  me  additional  plea- 
lure  to  obferve,  that  vou  have  therein  adled 
under  no  other  influence  than  a  due  fenfe  of 
your  duty,  both  as  members  of  a  general  em- 
pire, and  as  the  body  of  a  particular  province." 

In  another  fpeech  on  the  27th  of  May,  in 
the  fame  year,  he  fays, — -"  Whatever  fhall  be 
the  event  of  the  war,  it  muft  be  no  fmall  fa~ 
tisfaction  to  us,  that  this  province  hath  con- 
tributed its  full  fhare  to  the  fupport  of  it. 

H  z  Every 
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Every  thing  thai  hath  been  required  of  it 
hath  been  complied  with  y  and  the  execution 
of  the  powers  committed  to  me,  for  railing 
the  provincial  troops  hath  b^tn  as  full  and 
complete  as  the  grant  of  them.  Never  before 
were  regiments  fo  eafily  levied,  fo  well  com- 
pofed,  and  fo  early  in  the  field  as  they  have 
been  this  year ;  the  common  people  feemed 
to  be  animated  with  the  fpirit  of  the  general 
Court,  and  to  vie  with  them  in  their  readi- 
nefs  to  ferve  the  King." 

Such  was  the  condudt  of  the  People  of  the 
MaiTachufett's-Bay,  during  the  laft  war.  As 
to  their  behaviour  before  that  period,  it  ought 
.not  to  have  been  forgot  in  Great -Britain,  that 
not  only  on  every  occafion  they  had  conftantly 
and  chearfully  complied  with  the  frequent 
royal  requifitions — but  that  chiefly  by  their 
vigorous  efforts,  Nova-Scotia  was  fubdued  in 
1 710,  and  Louifboug  in  1745. 

Foreign  quarrels  being  ended,  and  the  do- 
meflic  difturbances,  that  quickly  fucceeded  on 
accountof  the  Stamp-Aft,  being  quieted  by  its 
repeal,  the  Aflembly  of  Maflachufett's  Bay 
.tranfmitted  an  humble  addrefs  of  thanks  to 
the  King  and  divers  Noblemen,  and  foon 
after  palled  a  bill  for  granting  compenfation 
to  the  fufferers  in  the  diforder  occafioned  by 
that  a£t. 

Thefe  circumftances  and  the  following  ex- 
acts   from  Governor  Bernard's  Letters  in 
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1768,  to  the  Earlof  Shelburiie,  Secretary  of 
State,  clearly  (hew,  with  what  grateful  ten- 
dernefs  they  (trove  to  bury  in  oblivion  the 
unhappy  occasion  of  the  late  difcords,  and 
with  what  refpe&ful  relu&anCe  they  endea- 
voured to  efcape  other  fubje&s  of  future  con- 
troverfy.  "  The  Houfe,  (fays  the  Governor) 
€€  from  the  time  of  opening  the  feffion  to  this 
day,  has  fhevvn  a  difpofition  to  avoid  all 
difpute  with  me  ;  every  thing  having 
palled  with  as  much  good  humour  as  I 
could  defire,  except  only  their  continuing 
to  ait  in  addrejjing  the  King,  remonflrating 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  employing  a 
feparate  agent.  It  is  the  importance  of  this 
innovation,  without  any  wilfulnefs  of  my 
cc  own,  which  induces  me  to  make  this  re- 
"  monftrance  at  a  time  when  I  have  a  fair 
t€  profpeft  of  having,  in  all  other  bufinefs, 
M  nothing  but  good  to  fay  of  the  procedings 
m  of  the  Houfe."* 

cc  They  have  adted  in  all  things,  even  in 
*e  their  remonftrance  with  temper  and  mode- 
"  ration  ;  they  have  avoided  fome  fubje<fts  of 
"  difpute,  and  have  laid  a  foundation  for  re- 
i€  moving  fome  caufes  of  former  altercation. "-j* 

ct  I  fhall  make  fuch  a  prudent  and  proper 
11  ufe  of  this  Letter  as,  I  hope,  will  perfectly 
"  reftore   the  peace  and  tranquility  of  this 

*  January  21,  1768.  t  Jartuary  3c,  1768. 
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"  province,  for  which  purpofe  confiderablefteps 
"  have  been  made  by  the  Honfe  of  Reprefenta- 
<{  fives"* 

The  vindication  of  the  province  of  Mafia- 
chufett's-Bay  contained  in  thefe  Letters  will 
have  greater  force,  if  it  be  coniidered,  that 
they  were  written  feveral  months  after  the 
frefh  alami  given  to  the  colonies  by  the  fta- 
tutes  pafied  in  the  preceding  year. 

In  this  place  it  feems  proper  to  take  notice 
of  the  insinuation  in  one  of  thefe  ilatutes, 
that  the  interference  of  Parliament  was  ne- 
ceffary  to  provide  for  "  defraying  the  charge 
"  of  the  adminijlration  of  jujlice,  the  fupport 
*c  of  civil  government,  and  defending  the 
"  King's  dominions  in  America/' 

*  As  to  the  two  firft  articles  of  expence, 
every  colony  had  made  fuch  provifion,  as  by  £ 
their  refpeftive  AlTemblies,  the  beft  judges 
on  fuch  occafions,  was  thought  expedient, 
and  fuitable  to  their  feveral  circumftances. 
Refpeding  the  lajft,  it  is  well  known  to  all 
men  the  leaft  acquainted  with  American 
affairs,  that  the  colonies  were  eftablifhed,  and 
have  generally  defended  themfelves,  without 
the  lead  afiiftance  from  Great-Britain  ;  and, 
that  at  the  fame  time  her  taxing  them  by  the 
ilatutes  before  mentioned,  moft  of  them  were 

*  February  2,  1768. 
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labouring  under  very  heavy  debts  contracted  in 
thelaft  war.  So  far  were  they  from  fparing  their 
money,  when  their  Sovereign,  contlitutionally, 
afked  their  aids,  that  during  the  courfe  of  that 
war,  Parliament  repeatedly  made  them  com- 
penfations  for  the  expences  of  thofe  ftrenuous 
efforts,  which,  confulting  their  zeal  rather 
than  their  ftrength,  they  had  chearfully  in- 
curred. 

Severe   as  the  Adts  of  Parliament  before- 
mentioned  are,  yet  the  condud  of  Admini- 
Jiraiion  has  been  equally  injurious,  and   irri- 
tating to  this  devoted  country. 

Under  pretence  of  governing  them,  fo  many 
new  inftitutions,  uniformly  rigid  and  dan- 
gerous, have  been  introduced,  as  could  only 
be  expected  from  incenfed  mafters,  for  col- 
lecting the  tribute  or  rather  the  plunder  of 
conquered  provinces. 

By  an  order  of  the  King,  the  authority  of 
the  Commander  in  chief,  and  under  him  of 
the  Brigadiers  general,  in  time  of  pexice,  is 
rendered  fupreme  in  all  the  civil  governments 
in  America  i  and  thus  an  uncontroulable  mi- 
litary power  is  veiled  in  officers  not  known 
to  the  conftitution  of  thefe  colonies. 

A  large  body  of  troops  and  a  confiderable 
armament  of  ihips  of  war  have  been  fent  to 
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aflift  in   taking   their   money  without   their 
confent. 

Expenfive  and  oppreffive  offices  have  been 
multiplied,  and  the  a£ls  of  corruption  induf- 
triouily  pradtifed  to  divide  and  deftroy. 

The  Judges  of  the  Admiralty  and  Vice 
Admiralty  Courts  are  impowered  to  receive 
their  falaries  and  fees  from  the  effects  to  be 
condemned  by  themfelves;  the  Commiffioners 
of  the  cuftoms  are  impowered  to  break  open 
and  enter  houfes  without  the  authority  of  any 
civil  magiflrate  founded  on  legal  information. 

Judges  of  Courts  of  Common  Law  have 
been  made  entirely  dependant  on  the  Crown 
for  their  commiffions  and  falaries. 

A  court  has  been  eft&yi(hed  at  Rhode- 
Ifland  for  the  purpofe  of *$|king  Colonifts  to 
England  to  be  tried. 

Humble  and  reafonable  petitions  from  the 
Reprefentatives  of  the  people  have  been  fre- 
quently treated  with  contempt ;  and  Affem- 
blies  have  been  repeatedly  and  arbitrarily 
diflblved. 

From  fome  few  inftances  it  will  fufficiently 
appear,  on  what  pretences  of  juftice  thofe 
diffolutions  have  been  founded. 

The 
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The  tranquility  of  the  colonies  having  beeii 
again  difturbed,  as  has  been  mentioned,  by 
the  ftatutes  of  the  year  1767,  the  Earl  of 
Hillfborough,  Secretary  of  State,  in  a  letter 
to  Governor  Bernard,  dated  April  22,  1 768, 
cenfures  the  "  prefumption*  of  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives  for  *•  refolving  upon  a  mea- 
<c  fure  of  fo  inflammatory  a  nature  as  that  of 
i€  writing  to  the  other  colonies ,  on  the  fuhjedl  of 
their  intended  reprefentations  againfljome  late 
ABs  of  Parliament"  then  declares  that, 
his  Majefty  cofifiders  this  flep  as  evidently 
u  tending  to  create  unwarrantable  combina- 
cc  tions  to  excite  an  unjuftifiable  oppoiltion  to 
"  the  constitutional  authority  of  Parliament," 
and  afterwards  adds, — "  It  is  the  King's  plea- 
"fure,  that  as  foon  as  the  General  Court  is 
"  again  aflembled,  at  the  time  prefcribed  by 
"  the  Charter,  you  ffiquld  require  of  the  Houfe 
"of  Representatives^  |5||  his  Majefty's  name, 
<€  to  refcind  the  ref|f«fciori  which  gave  birth 
iC  to  the  circular  letter  from  the  Speaker, 
«  and  to  declare  their  difapprobation  of, 
<c  and  diffent  to  that  rafti  and  hafty  pro- 
ii  ceeding."    .         . 

"  If  the  new  Affembly  fhould  refufe  to 
"  comply  with  his  Majefty's  reafonable  ex- 
"  pe&ation,  it  is  the  King's  pleafiire  that  you 
"  fhould  immediately  diflblve  them." 
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This  letter  being  laid  before  the  Houfc,  and 
the  refolution  not  being  refcindecl  according 
to  the  order,  the  Aflembly  was  diffolved.  A 
letter  of  a  fimilar  nature  was  fent  to  other 
Governors  to  procure  refolutions  approving 
the  condud:  of  the  Reprefentatives  of  Maffa- 
chuffett's-Bay,  to  be  refcinded  alfo ;  and  the 
Houfes  of  Reprefentatives  in  other  colonies 
refuting  to  comply,  Affemblies  were  diffolved ♦ 

Thefe  mandates  fpoke  a  language  to  which 
the  ears  of  Englifh  fubje&s  had  for  fever al 
generations  been  ftrangers.  The  nature  of 
affemblies  implies  a  power  and  right  of  deli- 
beration $  but  thefe  commands  profcribing 
the  exercife  of  judgment  on  the  propriety  of 
the  requisitions  made,  left  to  the  Affemblies 
only  the  election  between  dictated  fubrniffion 
and  the  threatened  punifhment :  a  punifh- 
ment  too,  founded  on  no  other  adt,  than  fuch 
as  is  deemed  innocent  even  in  flaves — of 
agreeing  in  petitions  for  redrefs  of  grievances, 
that  equally  affedted  all. 

The  hoftile  and  unjuftifiable  invafion  of  the 
town  of  Bofton  foon  followed  thefe  events  in 
the  fame  year ;  though  that  town,  the  pro- 
vince in  which  it  is  fituated,  and  all  the  co- 
lonies, from  abhorrence  of  a  conteft  with  their 
parent  ftate,  permitted  the  execution  even  of 
thofe  flatutes  againft  which  they  fo  unani- 
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moufly  were  complaining,  remonftrating  and 
fupplicating. 

Adminiftration,  determined  to  fubdue  a 
fpirit  of  freedom,  which  Englifh  Minifters 
fliould  have  rejoiced  to  cherifh,  entered  into  a 
monopolifing  combination  with  the  Eaft- 
India  Company,  to  fend  to  this  Continent 
vaft  quantities  of  Tea,  an  article  on  which 
a  duty  was  laid  by  a  flatute,  that,  in  a  par- 
ticular manner,  attacked  the  liberties  of 
America,  and  which  therefore  the  inhabi- 
tants of  thefe  Colonies  had  refolyed  not  to 
import.  The  cargo  fent  to  South-Carolina 
was  ftored,  and  not  allowed  to  be  fold.  Thofe 
f£nt  to  Philadelphia  and  New-York  were  not 
permitted  to  be  landed.  That  fent  to  Bofton 
was  deftroyed,  becaufe  Governor  Hutchinfon 
would  not  fuffer  it  to  be  returned. 

On  the  intelligence  of  thefe  tranfa<flions 
arriving  in  Great-Britain,  the  public  fpirited 
town  laft  mentioned  was  fingled  out  for  de- 
finition, and  it  was  determined,  the  province 
it  belongs  to  fhould  partake  of  its  fate.  In 
the  laft  feffion  of  parliament,  therefore, 
were  paffed  the  a£ts  for  {hutting  up  the 
port  of  Bofton,  indemnifying  the  murderers 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Maffachufett's-Bay, 
and  changing  their  chartered  conftitution  of 
government.      To   inforce   thefe  adts,  chat 
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province    is   again  invaded    by  a  fleet    and 
army. 

To  mention  thefe  outrageous  proceedings, 
Is  fufficient  to  explain  them.  For  tho'  it  is 
pretended,  that  the  province  of  Maffachu- 
fett's-Bay  has  been  particularly  difrefpe&ful 
to  Great-Britain,  yet,  in  truth  the  behaviour 
of  the  people,  in  other  colonies,  has  been 
an  equal  "  oppofition  to  the  power  affumed 
"  by  Parliament/*  No  ftep  however  has1 
been  taken  againft  any  of  the  reft.  This 
artful  conduct  conceals  feveral  deiigns.  It 
is  expe&ed  that  the  province  of  Mafiachu- 
fett's-Bay  will  be  irritated  into  fome  violent 
adlion,  that  may  difpleafe  the  reft  of  the 
Continent,  or  that  may  induce  the  people 
of  Great-Britian  to  approve  the  meditate^ 
vengeance  of  an  imprudent  and  exafperated 
miniftry. 

If  the  unexampled  pacifick  temper  of  that 
province  ihall  difappoint  this  part  of  the 
plan,  it  is  hoped  the  other  colonies  will 
be  fo  far  intimidated  as  to  defert  their  bre- 
thren, fuffering  in  a  common  caufe,  and  that 
thus  difunited  all  may  be  fubdued. 

To  promote  thefe  defigns,  another  meafurc 
has  been  purfued.  In  the  feffion  of  parlia- 
ment laft  mentioned,  an  a€t  was  pafted,  for 
changing    the   government  of  Quebec,   by 
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which  act  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  In- 
ftead  of  being  tolerated,  as  Stipulated  by  the 
treaty  of  peace,  is  eftablifhed  ;  and  the  peo- 
ple there  deprived  of  the  right  to  an  afTem- 
bly,  trials  by  jury  and  the  Engiifh  laws  in 
civil  cafes  abolifhed,  and  inftead  thereof,  the 
French  laws  eftablifhed,  in  direct  violation  of 
his  Majefty's  promife  by  his  royal  proclama- 
tion, under  the  faith  of  which  many  Englifli 
fubjects  fettled  in  that  province  :  and  the 
I  limits  of  that  province  are  extended  fo  as  to 
comprehend  thofe  vaft  regions,  that  lie  ad- 
joining to  the  northernly  and  wefternly  boun- 
daries of  thefe  colonies. 

The  authors  of  this  arbitrary  arrangement 
flatter  themfelves,  that  the  inhabitants,  de- 
prived of  liberty,  and  artfully  provoked 
againfl:  thofe  of  another  religion,  will  be  pro- 
per inftruments  for  affifting  in  the  oppreffion 
of  fuch,  as  differ  from  them  in  modes  of  go* 
vernment  and  faith. 

From  the  detail  of  facts  herein  before  re- 
cited, as  well  as  from  authentic  intelligence 
received,  it  is  clear  beyond  a  doubt,  that  a 
refolution  is  formed  and  now  is  carrying  into 
execution,  to  extinguish  the  freedom  of  thefe 
colonies,  by  fubjecting  them  to  a  defpotic 
government. 

At 
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At  this  unhappy  period,  we  have  been 
authorized  and  directed  to  meet  and  confult 
together  for  the  welfare  of  our  common  coun- 
try. We  accepted  the  important  truft  with 
diffidence,  but  have  endeavoured  to  discharge 
it  writh  integrity.  Though  the  ftate  of  thefe 
colonies  would  certainly  juftify  other  meafures 
than  we  have  advifed,  yet  weighty  reafons 
determined  us  to  prefer  thofe  which  we  have 
adopted.  In  the  firft  place,  it  appeared  to  us 
a  conduct  becoming  the  character,  thefe  colo- 
nies have  ever  fuftained,  to  perform,  even  in 
the  midft  of  the  unnatural  diftreffes  and  im- 
minent dangers  that  furround  them,  every  act 
of  loyalty ;  and  therefore,  we  were  induced 
to  offer  once  more  to  his  Majefty  the  peti- 
tions of  his  faithful  and  opprefled  iubje&s  in 
America.  Secondly,  regarding  with  the  ten- 
der affection,  which  we  knew  to  be  fo  uni- 
verfal  among  our  countrymen,  the  people  of 
the  kingdom,  from  which  we  derive  our  ori- 
ginal, we  could  not  forbear  to  regulate  our 
fteps  by  an  expectation  of  receiving  full  con- 
viction, that  the  colonifts  are  equally  dear  to 
them.  Between  thefe  provinces  and  that  body, 
fubfifts  the  focial  band,  which  we  ardently 
wifh  may  never 'be  difiblved,  and  which  can- 
not be  diffolved,  until  their  minds  fhall  be- 
come indifputably  boJlile>  or  their  inattention 
fhall  permit  thofe  who  are  thus  hoftile  toper- 
fift  in  profecuting  with  the  powers  of  the 
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realm,  the  deftru&ive  meafures  already  ope- 
rating againft  the  colonics ;  and  in  either 
cafe,  ihall  reduce  the  latter  to  fuch  a  fitua~ 
tion,  that  they  (hall  be  compelled  to  re- 
nounce every  guard,  but  that  of  felf-prefer- 
vation.  Notwithftanding  the  vehemence 
with  which  affairs  have  been  impelled,  they 
have  not  yet  reached  that  fatal  point-  We  do 
not  incline  to  accelerate  their  motion  already 
alarmingly  rapid  ;  we  have  chofen  a  method 
of  opposition,  that  does  not  preclude  a  hearty 
reconciliation  with  our  fellow-citizens  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Atlantic.  We  deeply  de- 
plore the  urgent  neceffity  that  preffes  us  to 
an  immediate  interruption  of  commerce,  that 
may  prove  injurious  to  them-  We  truft  they 
will  acquit  us  of  any  unkind  intentions  t&«* 
wards  them,  by  refle&ing,  that  we  fubjedt 
ourfelves  to  fimilar  inconveniencies  $  that  we 
are  driven  by  the  hands  of  violence  into  un- 
experienced and  unexpected  public  convul- 
lions,  and  that  we  are  contending  for  free- 
dom, fo  often  contended  for  by  ouf  anceftors* 

The  people  of  England  will  foon  have  an 
opportunity  of  declaring  their  fentiments  con* 
cerning  our  caufe.  In  their  piety,  generality, 
and  good  fenfe,  v/e  repofe  high  confidence ; 
•  and  cannot,  upon  a  review  of  paft  events  be 
perfuaded  that  tbey,  the  defenders  of  true 
religion,  and  the   afiertors  of  the   rights  of 
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mankind,  will  take  part  again  ft  their  affec- 
tionate proteftant  brethren  in  the  colonies,  in 
favour  of  our  open  and  their  own  Jeer  et  enemies^ 
whofe  intrigues,  for  feveral  years  paft,  have 
been  wholly  exercifed  in  fapping  the  foun- 
dations of  civil  and  religious  liberty. 

Another  feafon,  that  engaged  us  to  prefer 
the  commercial  mode  of  oppofition,  arofe 
from  an  affurance,  that  this  mode  will  prove 
efficacious,  if  it  be  perfifted  in  with  fidelity 
and  virtue;  and  that  your  condud:  will  be 
influenced  by  thefe  laudable  principles,  can- 
not be  queftioned.  Your  own  falvation,  and 
that  of  your  pofterity,  now  depends  upon 
yourfelves.  You  have  already  (hewn  that  you 
entertain '  a  proper  fenfe  of  the  bleffings  you 
are  flriving  to  retain.  Againft  the  temporary 
inconveniencies  you  may  fuffer  from  a  flop- 
page  of  trade,  you  Will  weigh  in  the  oppofite 
balance,  the  endlefs  miferies  you  and  your 
defcendants  mult  endure  from  an  eftablifhed 
arbitrary  power.  You  will  not  forget  the  ho- 
nour of  your  country,  that  mull  from  your 
behaviour  take  its  title  in  the  eftimation  of 
the  world,  to  glory,  or  to  fliame;  and  you 
will,  with  the  deepeft  attention,  reflect,  that 
if  the  peaceable  mode  of  oppofition  recom- 
mended by  us,  be  broken  and  rendered  inef- 
fectual, as  your  cruel  and  haughty  ministerial 
enemies,  from  a  contempuous  opinion  of  your 
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firmnefs,  infolently  predid  will  be  the  cafeP 
you  mud  inevitably  be  reduced  to  chufc,  ei- 
ther a  more  dangerous  conteft,  or  a  final, 
ruinous,  and  infamous  fubmiffion. 

Motives    thus    cogent,   arifing   from   the 
emergency  of  your  unhappy  condition,  mud 
excite  your  utmoft  diligence  and  zeal,  to  give 
all  poffible  ftrength  and  energy  to  the  pacific 
meafures  calculated  for  your  relief  :  But  we 
think  ourfelves  bound  in  duty  to  obferve  to 
you,  that  the  fchemes  agitated  againft  thefe 
colonies  have  been  fo  conduced,  as  to  ren- 
der it  prudent,  that  you  (hould  extend  your 
views  to  the  mod  unhappy  events,  and  be  in 
all   refpe&s  prepared  for  every  contingency* 
Above  all   things  we  earneftly  intreat  you, 
with   devotion  of  fpirit,  penitence  of  heart, 
and  amendment  of  life,  to  humble  yourfelves, 
and  implore  the  favour  of  Almighty  God  : 
and  we  fervently  befeech  his  divine  goodnefsj, 
to  take  you  into  his  gracious  prote&ion, 
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T  O    T  H  E 

INHABITANTS 

OF      THE 

t 

PROVINCE    OF    QJJEBEC. 

.  Friends i  and  Fellow -SubjeSh, 

E,  the  Delegates  of  the   Colonies  of 
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New  -  Hampshire,  Maffachufett's- 
Bay,  Rhode  Ifland,  and  Providence  Planta- 
tions, Conne&icut,  New- York,  New-Jerfey, 
Pennfylvania,  the  counties  of  Newcaftle, 
Kent  and  Suffex  on  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and  South-Caro- 
lina, deputed  by  the  inhabitants  of  thefaid 
Colonies,  to  reprefent  them  in  a  general 
Congrefs  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  province  of 
Pennfylvania,  to  confult  together  of  the  bell 
methods  to  obtain  redrefs  of  our  affiidting 
grievances,  having  accordingly  affembled,  and 
taken  into  our  moft  ferious  confideration  the 
flate  of  public  affairs  on  this  Continent, 
have  thought  proper  to  addrefs  your  province, 
as  a  member  therein  deeply  interested. 

When  the  fortune  of  war,  after  a  gallant 
and  glorious  refinance,  had  incorporated  you 
with  the  body  of  Englifh  fubjcdts,  we  re- 
joiced in  the   truly  valuable    addition,  both 
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on  oar  own  and  your  account;  expe&ing,  as 
courage  and  generality  are  naturally  united, 
our  brave  enemies  would  become  our  hearty 
friends,  and  that  the  Divine  Being  would 
blefs  to  you  the  difpenfations  of  his  over- 
ruling Providence,  by  fecuring  to  you  and 
your  latefl  pofterity  the  ineftimable  advan- 
tages of  a  free  Englifh  conftitution  of  go- 
vernment, which  is  the  privilege  of  all  En- 
glifh fubjedts  to  enjoy. 

Thefe  hopes  were  confirmed  by  the  King's 
proclamation,  iffued  in  the  year  1763,  plight- 
ing the  public  faith  for  your  full  enjoyment 
of  thofe  advantages. 

Little  did  we  imagine  that  any  fucceeding 
Minifters  would  fo  audacioufly  and  cruelly 
abufe  the  royal  authority,  as  to  with-hold 
from  you  the  fruitioh  of  the  irrevocable 
rights,  to  which  you  were  thus  juflly  en- 
titled. 

But  fince  we  have  lived  to  fee  the  unex- 
pected time,  when  Minifters  of  this  flagi- 
tious temper  have  dared  to  violate  the  moft 
facred  compacts  and  obligations,  and  as  you 
educated  under  another  form  of  government, 
have  artfully  been  kept  from  difcovering  the 
unfpeakable  worth  of  that  form  you  are  now 
undoubtedly  entitled  to,  we  efteem  it  our 
duty,  for  the  weighty  reafons   herein  after 
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mentioned,  to  explain   to   you  fome  of  its 
moft  important  branches. 

<c  In  every  human  fociety,  (fays  the  cele- 
brated Marquis  Beccaria)  there  is  an  effort 
continually  tending  to  confer  on  one  part  the 
height  of  power  and  happinefs,  and  to  reduce 
the  other  to  the  extreme  of  weaknefs  and 
mifery.  The  intent  of  good  laws  is  to  op- 
pofe  this  effort,  and  to  diffufe  their  influence 
univerfally  and  equally. " 

Rules  ftimulated  by  this  pernicious 
<c  effort,"  and  fubjedts,  animated  by  the 
jufl  "  intent  of  oppofing  good  laws  againft 
it,"  have  occafioned  that  vail  variety  of 
events,  that  fill  the  hiflories  of  fo  many  na- 
tions. All  thefe  hiftories  demonftrate  the 
truth  of  this  fimple  poiition,  that  to  live  by 
the  will  of  one  man,  or  fet  of  men*  is  the 
production  of  mifery  to  all  men. 

On  the  folid  foundation  of  this  principle, 
Englishmen  reared  up  the  fabric  of  their 
conftitution  with  fuch  a  flrength,  as  for  ages 
to  defy  time,  tyranny,  treachery,  internal 
and  foreign  wars :  and  as  an  illuftrious 
author  *  of  your  nation,  hereafter  mention- 
ed, cbferves,  "  They  gave  the  people  of 
their  colonies  the  form  of  their  own  govern- 

*  Montefquieu. 
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ment,  and  this  government  carrying  profpe- 
rity  along  with  it,  they  have  grown  great 
nations  in  the  forefts  they  were  fent  to  in- 
habit." 

In  this  form  the  firft  grand  right  is,    that 
of  the   people  having  a  fhare  in  their  own 
government,  by  their  reprefentatives,  chofen 
by  themfelves,  and  in  confequence  of  being 
ruled  by   laws    which   they  themfelves  ap- 
prove, not  by  edi&s  of  men  over  whom  they 
have  no  controul.     This  is  a  bulwark  fur- 
rounding     and    defending    their    property, 
which  by  their  honeft  cares  and  labours  they 
have  acquired,  fo  that  no  portions  of  it  can 
legally  be  taken  from  them,  but  with   their 
own  full  and  free  confent,  when  they  in  their 
judgment  deem  it  juft  and  neceffary  to  give 
them  for  public  fervices,    and  precifely   di- 
rect  the  eafieft,    cheapeft,    and  mofl    equal 
methods,  in  which  they  (hall  be  collected. 

The  influence  of  this  right  extends  ft  ill 
farther.  If  money  is  wanted  by  rulers,  who 
have  in  any  manner  oppreiTed  the  people, 
they  may  retain  it,  until  their  grievances  are 
redreffed  ;  and  thus  peaceably  procure  relief, 
without  trufting  to  defpifed  petitions,  or 
difturbing  the  public  tranquility. 

The  next  great   right  is  that  of  trial  by 
jury.       This   provides,     that     neither     life, 
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liberty  nor  property  can  be  taken  from  the 
pofleflbr,  until  twelve  of  his  unexceptionable 
countrymen  and  peers,  of  his  vicinage,  who 
from  that  neighbourhood  may  reafonably  be 
fuppofed  to  be  acquainted  with  his  character, 
and  the  characters  of  the  witneffes,  upon  a 
fair  trial,  and  full  enquiry,  face  to  face,  in 
open  court,  before  as  many  of  the  people  as 
choofe  to  attend,  fhall  pafs  their  fentence 
upon  oath  againfl  him,  a  fentence  that  can- 
not injure  him,  without  injuring  their  own 
reputation,  and  probably  their  intereft  alfo ; 
as  the  queftion  may  turn  on  points  that,  in 
fome  degree,  concern  the  general  welfare  ; 
and  if  it  does  not,  their  verdict  may  form  a 
precedent,  that,  on  a  fimilar  trial  of  their 
own,  may  militate  againft  them. 

Another  right  relates  merely  to  the  liberty 
of  the  perfon.  If  a  fubject  is  feized  and 
imprifoned,  though  by  order  of  government, 
he  may,  by  virtue  of  this  right,  imme- 
diately obtain  a  writ,  termed  a  Habeas  Cor- 
pus, from  a  judge,  whofe  fworn  duty  it  is  to 
grant  it,  and  thereupon  procure  any  illegal 
reflraint  to  be  quickly  enquired  into  and 
redrefled. 

A  fourth  right  is,  that  of  holding  lands 
by  the  tenure  of  eafy  rents,  and  not  by  rigo- 
rous and  oppreffive  fervices,  frequently  for- 
cing the  poffeiTors   from  their  families  and 
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their  buiinefs,  to  perform  what  onght  to 
be  done,  in  all  well  regulated  ftates,  by 
men  hired  for  the  purpofe. 

The  laft  right  we  iliall  mention,  regards 
the  freedom  of  the  prefs.  The  importance 
of  this  confifts,  befides  the  advancement  of 
truth,  fcience  and  morality,  and  arts  in  ge- 
neral, in  its  diffufion  of  liberal  fentiments  on 
the  adminiftration  of  government,  its  ready 
communication  of  thoughts  between  fubjects, 
and  its  confequential  promotion  of  union 
among  them,  whereby  oppreffive  officers  are 
fhamed  or  intimidated  into  more  honourable 
and juft  modes  of  conducting  affairs. 

Thefe  are  the  invaluable  rights  that  form 
a  confiderable  part  of  our  mild  fyftem  of  go- 
vernment; that  fending  its  equitable  energy 
through  all  ranks  and  clafles  of  men,  defends 
the  poor  from  the  rich,  the  weak  from  the 
powerful,  the  induftrious  from  the  rapacious, 
the  peaceable  from  the  violent,  the  tenants 
from  the  lords,  and  all  from  their  liiperiors. 

Thefe  are  the  rights,  without  which  a 
people  cannot  be  free  and  happy,  and  under 
the  protecting  and  encouraging  influence  of 
which,  thefe  colonies  have  hitherto  fo  ama- 
zingly flourished  and  encreafed.  Thefe  are 
the  rights  a  profligate  miniftry  are  now 
ft i  iving,   by  force  of  arms,  to  ravifh  from  us, 
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and  which  we  are,  with  one  mind,  refolved 
never  to  reiign  but  with  our  lives. 

Thefe  are  the  rights  you  are  entitled  to, 
and  ought  at  this  moment  in  perfection  to 
exercife.     And  what  is  offered  to  you  by  the 
late  a6l  of  parliament  in  their  place  ?     Li- 
berty of  confcience  in  your  religion  ?     No. 
God  gave  it  to  you ;    and  the  temporal  pow- 
ers with  which  vou  have  been  and  are  con- 
ne&ed,  firmly  ftipulated  for  your  enjoyment 
of  it.     If  laws  divine  and  human,  could  fe- 
cure  it  againft  the  defpotic  caprices  of  wicked 
men,  it  was  fecured  before.    Are  the  French 
laws  in  civil  cafes   reftored  ?     It    feems   fo. 
But  obferve  the  cautious  kindnefs  of  the  mi- 
nifters  who  pretend   to  be  your  benefactors. 
The   words   of  the  ftatute    are,  that   thofe 
"  laws   ihall  be  the  rule,  until  they  ihall  be 
varied  or  altered  by   any  ordinances   of  the 
Governor  and  Council. "     Is  the  H  certainty 
and  lenity  of  the  criminal  law  of  England, 
and  its  benefits  and  advantages, "  commended 
in  the  faid  ftatute,  and   faid   to  "have  been 
{cnfibly  felt  by  you,"  fecured  to  you  and  your 
defcendants  ?     No.     They  too  are  fubjedt  to 
arbitrary  "  alterations"  by  the  Governor  and 
Council  ;  and  a  power  is  exprefsly  referved  of 
'?  appointing  fuch  courts  of  criminal,  civil 
and    ecclefiaftical  jurifdi&ion,     as    fhall    be 
thought     proper."     Such    is    the   precarious 
tenure  of  mere  will,  by  which  you  hold  your 
lives  and  religion. 
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The  Crown  and  its  Ministers  are  im- 
powered,  as  far  as  they  could  bt  by  Parlia^ 
ment,  to  eftablifh  even  the  Inquifition  itfelf 
among  you.  Have  you  an  Affembly  com- 
pofed  of  worthy  men*  eledled  by  yourfelves, 
and  in  whom  you  can  confide,  to  make  laws 
for  you,  to  watch  over  your  welfare,  and 
to  dired  in  what  quantity,  and  in  what 
manner,  your  money  (hall  be  taken  from 
you  ?  No.  The  power  of  making  laws  for 
you  is  lodged  in  the  Governor  and  Council, 
all  of  them  dependant  upon,  and  immove- 
able at  the  plea/iire  of  a  Minifter.— Befides, 
another  late  ftatute,  made  without  youf 
confent,  has  fubje&ed  you  to  the  impofi- 
tions  of  Excife,  the  horror  of  all  free  ftates  ; 
they  wrefting  your  property  from  you  by  the 
moil  odious  bf  taxes,  and  laying  open  to 
infolent  tax-gatherers,  houfes  the  fcenes  of 
domeftic  peace  and  comfort,  and  called  the 
caftles  of  Englifh  fnbjefls  in  the  books  of 
their  laws.  And  in  the  very  act  for  alter- 
ing your  government,  and  intended  to  flat- 
ter you,  you  are  not  authorifed  to  "  ailefs, 
levy  or  apply  any  rates  and  taxes,  but  for 
the  inferior  purpofes  of  making  roads,  and 
eredtirig  arid  repairing  public  buildings,  or  for 
other  local  conveniences,  within  your  re- 
fpe&ive  towns  and  diftridts."  Why  this  de- 
grading diftindion  ?  Ought  not  the  property- 
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honeftly  acquired  by  Canadians  to  be  held  as 
facredas  that  of  EngliJIomen  ?  Have  not  Ca- 
nadians fenfe  enough  to  attend  to  any  other 
public  affairs,  than  gathering  ftones  from 
one  place  and  piling  them  up  in  another  ? 
Unhappy  people  !  who  are  not  only  injured, 
but  infulted.  Nay  more  ! — With  fuch  a 
fuperlative  contempt  of  your  underftanding 
and  fpirit  has  an  infolent  Minifter  prefumed 
to  think  of  you,  our  refpe&able  fellow-fub- 
je<£ts,  according  to  the  information  we  have 
received,  as  firmly  to  perfuade  themfelves 
that  your  gratitude,  for  the  injuries  and  in- 
iults  they  have  recently  offered  to  you,  will 
engage  you  to  take  up  arms>  and  render 
yourfelves  the  ridicule  and  deteftation  of  the 
world,  by  becoming  tools,  in  their  hands, 
to  affift  them  in  taking  that  freedom  from  usy 
which  they  have  treacheroufly  denied  to  you; 
the  unavoidable  confequence  of  which  at- 
tempt, if  fuccefsful,  would  be  the  extinction 
.of  all  hopes  of  you  or  your  posterity  being 
ever  reftored  to  freedom  :  For  idiotcv  itfelf 
Cannot  believe,  that,  when  their  drudgery  is 
performed,  they  will  treat  you  with  lefs 
cruelty  than  they  have  us,  who  are  of  the 
fame  blood  with  themfelves. 

What  would    your  countryman,  the  im- 
mortal Montefquieu,  have  faid  to  fuch  a  plan 
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of  domination,  as  has  been  framed  for  you  ? 
Hear  his  words,  with  anintenfenefsof  thought 
fuited  to  the  importance  of  the  fubjed. — 
"In  a  free  ftate,  every  man,  who  is  fup- 
pofed  a  free  agent,  ought  to  be  concerned  in 
his  own  government :  Therefore  the  legijla- 
the  fhould  relide  in  the  whole  body  of  the 
people,  or  their  reprefentatives" — (C  The  po- 
litical liberty  of  the  fubjedt  is  a  tranquility 
of  mind,  ariiing  from  the  opinion  each  per- 
fon  has  of  his  fafety.  In  order  to  have  this 
liberty,  it  is  requifite  the  government  be  fo 
conftituted,  as  that  one  man  need  not  be 
afraid  of  another.  When  the  power  of 
making  laws,  and  the  power  of  executing 
them,  are  united  in  the  fame  perfon,  or  in 
the  fame  body  of  Magiftrates,  there  can  be 
no  liberty ;  becaufe  apprehenfions  may  arife, 
left  the  fame  Monarch  or  Senate  fhould  enatf 
tyrannical  laws,  to  execute  them  in  a  tyran- 
nical manner," 

The  power  of  judging  fhould  be  exercifed 
by  perfons  taken  from  the  body  of.  the  people, 
at  certain  times  of  the  year,  and  purfuant 
to  a  form  and  manner  prefcribed  by  law. 
There  is  no  liberty ,  if  the  power  of  judging  he 
not  feparated  from  the  legi/lative  and  executive 
powers, " 
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"  Military  men  belong  to  a  profefiion, 
which  may  be  ufeful,  but  is  often  dangerous." 
— u  The  enjoyment  of  liberty,  and  even  its, 
fupport  and  prefervation,  confifts  in  every 
man's  being  allowed  to.fpeak  his  thoughts, 
and  lay  open  his  fentiments." 

Apply  thefe  decifive  maxims,  fandtified  by 
the    authority    of  a  name  which  all  Europe 
reveres,  to  your  own  ftate.  You  have  a  Go- 
vernor, it  may  be  urged,   vefted  with   the 
executive  powers,  or  the  powers  of  adminijlra- 
tion.  In  him,  and  in  your  Council,  is  lodged 
the  power  of  making  laws.  You  have  Judges, 
who  are  to  decide  every  caufe  affecting  your 
lives,  liberty  or  property.  Here  is,  indeed,  ah 
appearance  of  the  feverai  powers  being  fepa- 
rated  and  dijiributed 'into  different  hands,    for 
checks  one  upon  another,  the  only  effeftual 
mode  ever  invented   by  the  wit  of  men,   to 
promote  their  freedom  and  profperity.  But 
fcorning  to  be  illuded  by  a  tinfeled  outfide, 
and  exerting  the  natural  fagacity  of  French- 
men,  examine  the  fpecious.  device/  and  you 
will  find  it,  to  ufe  an  expreffion  of  holy  writ, 
cc  a  painted  fepulchre,"  for  burying  your  lives, 
■  liberty  and  property. 

Your  Judges,   and  your  Lcgijlative  Council, 
as  it  is  calkd.  are  dependant  on  your  Governor, 
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and  he  \s  dependant  on  the  fervant  of  the  Crown 
in  Great- Britain.    The  legislative,   executive 
and  judging  powers  ate  all  moved  by  the  nods 
of  a  Minifter.   Privileges  and  immunities  laft 
no  longer  than  his  fmiles.   When  he  frowns, 
their  feeble  forms  diflblve.  Such  a  treacher- 
ous ingenuity   has  been  exerted  in  drawing 
up  the  code  lately  offered  you,    that  every 
fentence,  beginning  with  a  benevolent  pre- 
tenfion,  concludes  with  a  deftruttive  power ; 
and  the  fubftrnce  of  the  whole,   diverted  of 
its  fmooth  words,   is— that  the  Crown  and 
its  Minifter   fhall  be  as  abfolute  throughout 
your  extended  province,   as  the  defpots  of 
Afia  or  Africa.  What  car^  proted:  your  pro- 
perty from  taxing  edi&s,  and  the  rapacity  of 
heceffitous  and  cruel  mafters  ?   your  perfons 
from  Letters  de  Cachet,  gaols,  dungeons,  and 
oppreilive  fervice  ?  your  lives  in  general  liber- 
ty from  arbitrary  and  unfeeling'  rulers  ?   We 
defy  you,  carting  your  view  upon  every  fide, 
to  difcover  a  (ingle  circumftance,   promifing 
from  any  quarter  the  fainteft  hope  of  liberty 
to  you  or  your  pofterity,    but  from  an  entire 
adoption  into  the  union  of  thefe  Colonies. 

What  advice  would  the  truly  great  man 
before  mentioned,  that  advocate  of  freedom 
and  humanity,  give  you,  was  he'now  living, 
and   knew   that   we,     your   numerous    and 
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powerful  neighbours,  animated  by  a  juft-love 
of  our  invaded  rights,  and  united  by  the  in- 
diffoluble  bands  of  affedion  and  intereft, 
called  upon  you,  by  every  obligation  of  regard 
for  yourfelves  and  your  children,  as  we  now 
do,  to  join  us  in  our  righteous  conteft,  to 
make  common  caufe  with  us  therein,  and  take 
a  noble  chance  for  emerging  from  a  humili- 
ating fubje&ion  under  Governors,  Intendants, 
and  Military  Tyrants,  into  the  firm  rank  and 
condition  of  Englifh  freemen,  whofe  cuftom 
it  is,  derived  from  their  anceffcors,  to  make 
thofe  tremble,  who  dare  to  think  of  making 
them  miferable." 

Would  not  this  be  the  purport  of  his  ad- 
drefs  ?  "  Seize  the  opportunity  prefented  to 
you  by  Providence  itfelf.  You  have  been  con- 
quered into  liberty,  if  you  act  as  you  ought. 
This  work  is  not  of  man.  You  are  a  fmall 
people,  compared  to  thofe  who  with  open 
arms  invite  you  into  a  fellowship.  A  mo- 
ment's reflection  fhould  convince  you  which 
will  be  mod  for  your  intereft  and  happinefs, 
to  have  all  the  reft  of  North-America  your 
unalterable  friends,  or  your  inveterate  ene- 
mies. The  injuries  of  Bofton  have  roufed 
and  afibciated  every  colony,  from  Nova-Scotia 
to  Georgia.  Your  province  is  the  only  link 
Wanting  to  compleat  the  bright  and   ftrong 
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chain  of  union.  Nature  has  joined  your 
country  to  theirs.  Do  you  join  your  politi- 
cal interefts.  For  their  own  fakes,  they 
never  will  defert  or  betray  you.  Be  affured 
that  the  happinefs  of  a  people  inevitably  de- 
pends on  their  liberty,  and  their  fpirit  to 
affert  it.  The  value  and  extent  of  the  ad- 
vantages tendered  to  you  are  immenfe.  Hea- 
ven grant  you  may  not  difcover  them  to  be 
bleffings  after  they  have  bid  you  an  eternal 
adieu." 

We  are  too  well  acquainted  with  the  li- 
berality of  fentiment  diftinguifhing  your  na- 
tion, to  imagine,  that  difference  of  religion 
will  prejudice  you  againft  a  hearty  amity  with 
us.  You  know,  that  the  tranfcendant  na- 
ture of  freedom  elevates  thofe,  who  unite 
in  the  caufe,  above  all  fuch  low-minded  in- 
firmities. The  Swifs  Cantons  furnifli  a 
memorable  proof  of  this  truth.  Their 
union  is  compofed  of  Catholic  and  Prote- 
flant  ftates,  living  in  the  utmoft  concord  and 
peace  with  one  another,  and  thereby  enabled, 
ever  fince  they  bravely  vindicated  their  free- 
dom, to  defy  and  defeat  every  tyrant  that 
has  invaded  them. 

Should  there   be  any  among  you,  as  there 
generally  are  in  all  focieties,  who  prefer  the 
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favours  of  minifters,  and  their  own  intereits, 
to  the  welfare  of  their  country,  the  temper 
of  fuch  felfifh  perfons  will  render  them  in- 
credibly adtive  in- opposing  all  public  ipirited 
meafures,  from  an  expectation  of  being  well 
rewarded  for  their  fordid  induftry,  by  their 
fuperiors  ;  but  we  doubt  not  you  will  be 
upon  'your  guard 'again  ft  fuch  men,  and  not 
facrifice-  the  liberty  and  happinefs  of  the 
whole  Canadian  people  and  their  pofterity,  to 
gratify  the  avarice  and  ambition  of  indivi- 
duals. 

We  do  not  afk  you,  by  this  acjdrefs,  to 
commence  adts  of  hoftility  againft  the  go- 
vernment of  our  common  Sovereign*  We 
only  invite  you  to  confult  your  own  glory 
and  welfare,  and  not  to  fuffer  yourfelves  to 
be  inveigled  or  intimidated  by  infamous  mi- 
nifters  fo  far,  as  to  become  the  iriftruments 
of  their  cruelty  and  defpotifm,  but  to  unite 
with  us  in  one  focial  compadt,  formed  oh 
the  generous  principles  of  equal  liberty,  and 
cemented  by  fuch  an  exchange  of  beneficial 
and  endearing  offices  as  to  render  it  perpe- 
tual. In  order  to  complete  this  highly  de- 
finable union,  we  fubmit  it  to  your  confi- 
deration,  whether  it  may  not  be  expedient 
for  you  to  meet  together  in  your  feveral 
towns  and  diftridts,  and  eledt  deputies,  who 
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afterwards  meeting  in  a  provincial  eongrefs, 
may  chufe  delegates,  to  reprefent  your  pro- 
vince in  the  continental  Congrefs  to  be  held 
at  Philadelphia,  on  the  tenth  day  of  May, 

tin* 

In  this  prefent  Congrefs,  beginning  on  the 
5th  of  laft  month,  and  continued  to  this 
day,  it  has  been  with  univerfal  pleafure,  and 
an  unanimous  vote,  refolved,  That  we  fhould 
confider  the  violation  of  your  rights,  by  the 
ad:  for  altering  the  government  of  your  pro- 
vince, as  a  violation  of  our  own,  and  that 
you  fhould  be  invited  to  accede  to  our  con- 
federation, which  has  no  other  objects  than 
the  perfect  fecurity  of  the  natural  and  civil 
rights  of  all  the  conftituent  members,  ac- 
cording to  their  refpective  circumftances, 
and  the  prefevation  of  a  happy  and  laftidg 
cone&ion  with  Great-Britain,  on  the  falutary 
and  conflitutional  principles  herein  before 
mentioned.  For  effecting  theie  purpofes,  we 
have  addrefled  an  humble  and  loyal  petition 
to  his  Majefty,  praying  relief  of  our  grievan- 
ces j  and  have  afibciated  to  flop  all  importa- 
tion from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  after 
the  firft  day  of  December,  and  all  expoitationa 
to  thofe  kingdoms  and  the  Weft-Indies,  after 
the  tetath  day  of  next  September,  unlefs  the 
faid  grievances  are  redrefled. 

M  That 
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Th#  Almighty  God  may  incline  your  minds 
to  approve  our  equitable  and  neceffary  mea- 
fures,  to  add  yourfelves  to  us,  to  put  your 
fate,  whenever  you  fuffer  injuries  which  you 
are  determined  to  oppofe,  not  on  the  fmall 
influence  of  your  Angle  province,  but  on  the 
confolidated  powers  of  North-America,  and 
may  grant  to  our  joint  exertions  an  event 
as  happy  as  our  caufe  is  juft,  is  the  fervent 
prayer  of  us,  your  fincere  and  affedtionate 
friends  and  fellow  fubjects. 


By  order  of  the  Congrefs, 

Henry  Middelton,     Prefident. 

O&ober  26,  1774. 


